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THE

ΑΝΑΤΟMY

OF

Simon Magus, &c.

CHAP. I.

Ofthe Nature of Simony,

what it is.

A

S the greatDeſignofthe

Son of God's coming

into the World, and
ming

and giving himself to

Death,wasto purchaſe andpuri-

fie tohimſelfagloriousChurch,

whichmight be holy without
blemish,A2
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blemiſh, ſpot, or wrinkle ; ſo it

was no leſs his Deſign, to inti-

mate, how zealous he would

be to have a glorious Purity

maintain'd in his Church under

theGofpel, than it was to re-

prove theJews Profaneneſs, that

he took the Scourge in his

Hand, and with fuch Authority

drove out of the Temple the

Buyers and Sellers, and over-

threw the Tables of theMoney-

changers, andthe Seats ofthem

that fold Doves, ſharply thus

Matth. 21. rebukingthem, It is written, My

Houseshall be called the House of

Prayer, but yehave made it a Den

ofThieves ; and charging them,

Joh. 2.16. ſaying, Make not my Father's

House an House ofMerchandise.

This was not done nor ſpoken

meerly in behalf of the old

Temple, whoſe Glory was now

tending toitsPeriod,andwhere-

of ſhortly the Abomination of

Deſolation was to take poffeffi-

13.

on;

1
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ビ

on; but in behalf of the Chri-

ſtian Church, and with intuiti-

on to that Purity and Holi-

neſs which the Lord was to re-

quire in his Spiritual Temple,.

which was immediately to be

fet up, and to continue to the

end ofthe World. Wherefore,

Origen expounding theſeWords,

ſays, Mysticè autem Templum Dei

est Ecclefia Chrifti, &c. By the

Temple of God is myſtically

meant the Church of Chriſt ;

and thatby theſe threefortsdri-

ven out thenceby Chriſt, are de--

ſigned three kinds of covetous

Perſons, who are to be account-

ed unworthy to be in the

Church, and Communion ofthe

Saints. By the Buyers and Sel-

lers are understood, ſuch as a-

mongſtChriſtians, are taken up

about nothing but the Cares of

Trading for WorldlyGain: By

the Money-changers, those who

having theCharge ofthePoor's

A3 Alms,

:
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Alms, do not acquit themſelves

faithfully, but mif-employ the

fame, orenrich themselvesthere-

by: And by thoſe that fold

Doves, are ſignified the Biſhops

and Priefts, who fell the Gifts

of the Holy Ghoſt, and make

Merchandiſe ofChurches. And,

than this laſt, there is no Cor-

ruption more dangerous; nor

is there moreneed ofwatching

against any Evil, than to pre-

ferve the Church from the Im-

purity of this Simoniacal Mala-

dy , which, when fuffered to

creep in, confumes herveryVi-

tals, by filling her Bowels with

a corrupt Priefthood : For, as

ſays Chryfoftome, Si Sacerdotium

Hom. 37. integrum fuerit, tota Ecclefia flo-
ret , fi autem corruptum fuerit,

totafides marcida est.

"Priesthoodbefound,thewhole

" Church flourisheth ; but, if it

" be corrupt, then all Faith and

Super

Marth.

"If the

"Religion withereth and de-

"cayeth
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"cayeth. Wherefore,howlong

that Spirit of Chriſt, which

made the zeal of God's Houſe

to eat him up, poſſeſſed the

- Governours of the Church, it

- moved them to make very strict

and cautious Laws and Canons

for ſtopping all thoſe Conduits

wherebythis Corruption might

be fear'd to enter, and to inflict

fevere Cenſures upon ſuch as

they found guilty of this ſin.

But when that Primitive Fer-

vour began todecay, and the

• Spirit of the World to take hold

ofthe luke-warm Clergy, then

began SimonMagus again to fet

up the Head, being animated

by the fecret Favourofa ſtrong

Party in the Church, of whor

(though he knew they would

not avowedly own his Intereſt,)

⚫ he was confident, they would

prove clandeſtine Abettors of his

Deſigns. Andthis indeed is the

- lamentable Policy of this dege

e

رد

[

A4
nerate
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nerate Age; wherein, though

Men be ashamed to eſpouſe his

odious Name, yet do they ſe-

cretly careſs and nourish him,

and cover his Deformities with

fuch artificial Dreſſes, as may

beſt ſerve, not only to deceive

others, whoſe Simplicity is eaſi-

ly abuſed, but alſo, to impoſe

uponthemſelves, andmake them

yield up their own Confciences

to thoſe voluntary Deceptions,

whichmayprove advantageous

to their Intereft. Wherefore,

(out of a ſingle Principle of

Zeal for the Purity of the

Church, andGlory ofGod,) I

have refolved, not only to Un-

mask, but toAnatomize, and rip

up theverycorners of the Heart

and Bowels of this Monſter ;

that, his Nakedneſs being dif-

covered, and his leathſom De-

formities laid open before the

World ; thoſe who have never

fully known what the fin of

Simony
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Simony is, may learn to under- -

ſtand it ; others may be a-

ſham'd to give it any coun

tenance : Andſuch as have any

way polluted their Confciences ;

with the guilt thereof, may re-

pent of this their Wickedneſs,

and pray God, ifperhaps it may

be forgiven them.

My first Work thenmuſt be to:

ſhew what Simony is. I truſt :

it is known to moſt who talk:

thereof, that this fin of Simony

deriveth its Name from Simon

Magus; yet muſt we not there---

fore fuppofe, that it had its firſt

beginning from him; but that

we read him to have been the

first Author thereofin the Chri---

ſtian Church, and was guilty of

this fin in an eminent degree;.

andupon this account it is, that

itderives itsDenominationfrom

him.

Wherefore, by confidering

what the Fact ofSimon Magus

A5 was,
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was, we shall the more eafily

define what the fin of Simony

is.

Weread in the 8th. Chapter

ofthe Acts, that thisManwas a

Sorcerer, orMagician, and there-

fore is call'd Simon Magus ; but

when the People of Samaria

were Converted to the Chrifti-

anFaith, and Baptizedby Phi-

lip, he embracedalſo the Faith,

andwasBaptized : And when,

upon the report ofthe Converfi-

on ofthe Samaritans, the Apo-

ftles Peter and John, camedown

from Jerufalem to Confirm them,

whilft he faw thatby theImpo-

fition oftheApoftle'sHands, the

the Gift ofthe HolyGhoftwas

given; he thereupon offer'd

As 8. 19, them Money, ſaying, Give me

20,21, 22, alſo this Power, that on whomfo

ever IlayHands, bemay receive

theHolyGhost. But Peter faid

unto bim, Thy Money perish with

thee, because thon baft: thought

23

that
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that theGift ofGod may be pur

chased with Money. Thon bast

neither part nor lot in this Mat--

ter ; for thy Heart is not right

in the fight of God. Repent

therefore of this thy wickedness,

and pray God, if perhaps the

thought of thine Heart may be

forgiven thee. ForIperceive, that

thou art in the Gall of Bitter--

ness, and in the Bond of Ini-

quity.

Many who have read theſe

- Words, think it an eaſie mat--

ter to wipe offthe Guilt ofSi-

mony from themſelves, fappo-

- ſing that there is no Simony, but

the offering to buy the extraor--

dinary Gift ofthe HolyGhost,

- which they deem to have beerr

= the peculiar Fact of Simon Ma-

- gus, which none, or few elfe,

can everſtumbleupon. But how

ſuperficiallythey paſs over the

Text, and that they either do

not; or are not willing toun

derstand
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derſtand the fame,may easily ap-

pear to any wholooks morenar-

rowly into, and more ferioufly

confidereth the Matter contain'd

therein. For it may be evident-

ly concluded from theWords,

That not only Buying, or a De-

fire, or offer to Buy ; but alfo

Selling, or a Defire, or offer to

Sell: And not only theBuying

or Selling of the Gift oftheHoly

Ghost, but alfo of other Spiri-

tual and Sacred Things which

have affinity therewith, is here

condemned, and comes within

the Predicament of Simon's

fin.

That, not only Buying, but

Selling, or a Defire, or offer to

Sell, as well as toBuy, is here

condemned, is evident : First,

In regard that Peter here con-

demns Symon Magus, that he

thought the Gift ofGod could

be bought with Money; now if

he condemns him for defiring

and
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0

2

5

1

and offering to buy, ſhould it

not have been as finful in Simon

Peter, if he ſhould have ſtruck

in with Simon Magus in the

bargain, and ſhould have of-

fer'd tofell what could not be

bought ? And had Simon Pe-

ter made the offer, might it not

havebeen as juſtly ſaid tohim,

Thy Money perish with thee, be-

cause thou hast thought, that the

Gift ofGod could be fold for

Money ? adly, Becauſe it ap-

pears to have been the Deſign

of Simon Magus to buy this Gift,

that by felling the fame again,

and making Merchandiſe there-

of, he might make his own

Gain: For ſeeing the hope of

his Gainby his Sorceries, where-

with he had bewitched the Sa-

maritans of a long time, was

now gone; he no doubt, in-

tended to make the giving ofthe

HolyGhost, a gainful Trade for

himself; and therefore offered

Money
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raffet ;

Homil. 4. Money for this Power ; Ut de-

in Evang. perius venderet quod male compa-

as fays Gregory, "That

"what he had wickedly bought,

" he might more wickedly fell.

Kolébat enimemere potestatem, &c.

ImAct. 8.. fays Nicolaus de Lyra :
"For

"he wouldbuy the Power of

"giving the HolyGhoſt, with

"an intention of purehafing

"Gain thereby : Wherefore the

" Vice of Simony, whereby any

"Man fells or buys things Spi-

" ritual, derives its Name from

"him. For feeing he thought

it could bebought, conſequent-

ly he thought alſo, it couldbe

fold; and fo the Thought of

Selling comes as well to be con-

demn'd in him, as ofBuying

and the one is no leſs the fin of

Simony than theother. So that,

howſoever fome have account-

ed Selling of the Gifts ofGod to

beGehazi's fin, and have call'd

the Sellers, Gehazites; yet it

belongs
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belongs, no less thantheBuying,

to the fin ofSimon Magus ; and

fo they may as wellbe calledSi-

moniacks.

And that not onlythebuying

or felling of the Gift oftheHoly

Ghoft, but alfo of other Sacred

and Spiritual thingswhich have

affinity therewith, is here con-

demn'd, and comes within the

predicament ofSimon's fin, may

ſufficiently appear from the

Text ; and thattwo ways.

First, Itmay appear fromthe

ground and reaſon whereupon

the Apostle condemns this pur-

pofe of Simon Magus, and that

was, becauſe he thought that the

Gift of God could be purchased

with Money. So that whilft he

condemns him for offering to

buy theGiftofthe HolyGhoſt

upon this account, that it isthe

Gift ofGod, he excludes what

is the Gift of God from being

the fubject of Merchandise, or

Matter
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Matter thatcancome underbuy-

ing or felling : And fo it ap-

pears, there are other things be-

ſides this particular extraordina-

ry Gift ofthe HolyChoft, which

Simon would have bought ;

which,becauſethey are theGifts

of God, cannot be bought or
fold.

Yet, are notthe Wordsſoge-

nerally to be extended, as that

they ſhould be understood to

comprehend under thisSentence,

all Gifts which come from the

Hand of God; but it is to be

confidered, that things Tempo-

ral and Secular, which God is

pleaſed to beſtow in common,

upon the Infidel, as well as upon

the Believer ; upon thoſe with-

out, as well as upon thoſe with-

inthe Church asHouſes, Riches,

Food, Raiment, &c. are the

Gifts ofGod;andyet,that theſe

things maybe fold, and bought,

andpurchaſedwithMoney,there

is
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is no doubt; becauſe, though

they come principally from the

- Hand of God, as the Author

- and Giver ofevery goodthing ;

- yet, in regard they are com-

monly attained by ordinary

Means, and are the Fruits of

Humane Induſtry, as God is

pleas'd to bleſs the ſame ;there-

fore he alloweth them to be

made the ſubject ofCommerce,

giving unto Men aRight and

Power todiſpoſe thereofastheir

own properGoods. Wherefore

the Gifts here meant, muſt be

things ofanother nature, which

none can lay claim to as their

Propriety ;butGod alone,whoſe

peculiar Gifts they are, referved

- tobebeſtowed upon hisChurch,

- or ſpecial Perſonsuntowhomhe

- is pleaſed to diſpenſe them ;and

e are ſuch as have affinity with,

= or relation to that Gift which

giveth the ground and occafion

of the ApoſtlesWords, to wit, of
the
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the Holy Ghost ; and fuch are

only Spiritual, or Sacred Things.

And that it may appear, that

theſe, in regard of this Relati-

on, aremore peculiarly the Gifts

ofGod, and ſo not ſubject to

buying or felling; it is to be

confider'd, That Sacred andSpi-

ritual Things are fuch, either ex

fua natura, oftheir own nature ;

or, ex inftitutione Divina, by

God's Ordinance and Appoint-

ment.

Some things are Spiritual of

their own nature ; ſuchare, all

theGraces andGifts oftheHo-

lyGhoſt, whether ordinary or

extraordinary : And theſe are

called theGifts ofGod;becauſe,

as his peculiar Gifts, they are

given and beſtowed by the Spi-

rit of God, according as in his

Wisdom he is pleaſed todif-

penſe the fame for the good of

his Church. Andthus theApo-

fle Paul calleth all theſe Charif-

mata,
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1

11,

mata, mentioned by him, I Cor.

12. the Gifts of God ; ſaying,

Now there are diverſities ofGifts, 1Cor. 12.
4,8,9,10,

but the Same Spirit. For to one

is given by the Spirit, the Word

ofWisdom; to another, the Word

- ofKnowledge by thefame Spirit ;

to another, Faith by thefame Spi-

rit; to another, the Gifts afHeal-

ing by thefame Spirit ; to another,

theWorking ofMiracles ; to ano-

ther, Prophefie ; to another, dif-

cerning ofSpirits ; to another, di-

vers Kinds ofTongues; to ano-

ther, the Interpretation ofTongues.

But all these worketh, that one

and the selffame Spirit, dividing

to every Man ſeverally as he

will.

Some thingsagain arereckon-

ed Spiritual, becauſe they are

ſuch by the Ordinance and Ap-

pointment of God ; and that

two ways : Some things are

fuch, as being Inftruments and

Means appointed by God for

working
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Joh. 17.
14.

working ſpiritual Effects : Thus

the Word, and the Sacraments,

and the Offices in the Church,

and the Vocation, Ordination,

and Authority to diſpenſe the

fame, and to exerciſe theſe Sa-

cred andSpiritual Offices, are ſet

apart as things Sacred and Spi-

ritual ; and theſe are call'd the

Gifts ofGod, becauſe they are

given ofGod and his Spirit, as

Inſtruments whereby he work-

eth ; as our Saviour faid to his

Father, ofhis Diſciples, I have

given them thy Word: It is his

Gift. Andas theApoſtle faith

ofhim, When he ascended up on

high, he led Captivity captive, and

Eph.4. 8, gave Gifts untoMen.
11, 12.

-------And

he gave Some Apostles, andfome

Prophets, and Some Evangelists,

andsome Pastors and Teachers;

for the perfecting ofthe Saints, for

the work of the Ministry, for the

edifying of the Body of Christ.

Some things again, are byGod's

Appoint-
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S

Appointment reckonedSpiritual,

as being conjoin'd and annexed

to Sacred and Spiritual Things,

as Miniſteries andHelps thereto.

Thus things fet apart and dedi-

catedtoHolyand SpiritualUſes,

and for the ſupport andmain-

tainance ofSpiritual Offices,with

the Rights and Titles thereto,

though intheirownnature they

be things Temporal, yet, in re-

gard ofthis connexion to Spi-

ritual Things, they become Sa-

cred and Spiritual. And theſe

thingsGod lays claim to, and

ſeals them as his peculiarGifts :

Thus the Lord calls the Oblati-

ons, Tythes, Firſt-Fruits, and

Devoted Things,ſetapart for the

Prieſts and Levites, his Gifts ;

faying exprefly morethan once,

Ihave given them unto you.

NowalltheſeSpiritualThings,

whether they be fuch oftheir

own nature, or fuchby theOr-

dinance and Inſtitution ofGod,

are

Numb. 18.



( 22 )

are (as the Canonists ſay,) In-

debita materia emptionis &ven-

ditionis ; an improper Matter

for buying and ſelling, being

the peculiarGifts ofGod,which

cannotbeſubjected toMerchan-

diſe ; and the buying or felling

whereof, hathſuch affinity with,

and comes ſo within thepredi-

camentofthe Sin ofSimonMa-

gus, that whoſoever is guilty

thereof, may be faid tobe guil-

tyofbuying or felling theHo-

lyGhoſt, in regard he buys or

ſells theſe Gifts which are offo

near a relation to the Holy

Ghost ; andwherein whoſoever

offers to bargain,offers toput an

Affront upon God and his blef-

ſed Spirit, whoſe peculiar Gifts

they are, and whoſe Privilege

it is to give them;ſo, asBon-

aventure ſays rightly, Donum

DeiimpretiabileSub pretioponens,

Art. 1.9.4.facit contumeliam Spiritui Sanito :

"Hethat ſubjects the invaluable

In Sent.
Lib.4.

Dift. 25.

"Gift
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"Gift ofGod to a Price, doth

" put a Reproach upon theHo-

"ly Ghost.

2dly, It is a known Rule,
That in expounding the Lawof

God, under the prohibition of

any one Sin, it is to be under-

ſtood, that all Sins ofthe ſame

kind, whether more or leſs hai-

nous ; and alſo, allthingswhich

are the properMiniſtries, Helps,

Occaſions, Acceffaries, and In-

ducements thereto, are prohibi-

ted and condemn'd. As in the

ſeventh Commandment, under

the Prohibition ofAdultery,For-

nication and all kindofWhore-

doms are forbidden; andmore-

over, the company ofWhores,

unclean Communication , Sur-

feiting , Drunkenneſs , making

proviſion for the Fleſh, and all

things whatsoevermayoccafion,

or directly miniſter to ſuch a

fin, are prohibited andcondem-

ned. So then, whilstSimonMa-

gus
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gusiscondemnedby theApoſtle,

for offering Money for the Gift

of the Holy Ghoſt, not only

under this, is to be understood

the buyingor felling ofthat ex-

traordinary Gift ofthe HolyGhost,

for which he intended to bar-

gain; but alſo, all bargaining

for other Sacred and Spiritual

Things, and for what are the In-

ſtruments and Miniſteries there-

to, (asbeing upon that account

Spiritual,) is here condemned,

asbeing in thefame Predicament

with the fin of Simon, in fub-

jecting theſe Spiritual Things

to buying and felling, which

are the improper Matter of

Merchandise.

Thus having ſeen what the

fin ofSimonMaguswas ; andha-

vingconfidered andclearedfrom

theWords ofthe Apoſtle, what

is comprehended underthe fame,

we may the more easily come

todefine what Simony is.

The



(25 )

The commonDefinition there-

of, givenby the School-men and

-Canonists, is, That it is, Studioja Thom.222.

voluntas, Seu cupiditas, emendi qu. 100.

2 vel vendendi Spiritualia, vel Spi-

ritualibus annexa : " A ſtudious

66

Art. 1 .

Bernard.

.

or earnest Will, or Defire ofBonavent.
inlib. 4.

"buying or felling Spiritual Sent. Dift.

" Things, orThings annexed to 25. Art. 1.

"Spiritual Things. But,becauſe qu- 3.

this defines Simony only as it isCompoft.

in theAffection ; though it mayin Decret.

indeed by confequence reach it Gregor. 9.

in the external Action and Ef- nia. cap. 1.

fect ; yet in regard it expreſſeth

not thefame ; I find the Canonists

therefore give alſo another De-

finition thereof, calling it, Pactio Decret.

circa Spiritualia, aut Spiritualibus Greg. 9.

- аппеха : "A Paction, orBar- De rerum

د

66

permut.

" gain about Spiritual Things, cap. 5.

or Things annexed to Spiri-

" tual Things. But this again,

reacheth only the Effect, whilst

the Guilt of Simony may be in-

curr'd in the Affection and En-

B deavour,
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deavour, though it never come

in Effect to a Paction or Bar-

gain ; as it was in the caſe of
1

SimonMagus himself, who was

guilty in the Thought of his

Heart, and in the Offer of his

Money, but did effectuate no-

thing. Wherefore, itmaymore

fully be defined thus : Simonia

eft peccatum circa Spiritualia, quo

impretiabile Dei Donum fub pre-

tie ponitur ; Simony is a Sin a-

bout Spiritual Things, whereby the

unvaluableGift ofGodisputunder

aPrice, or Subjected to Merchan-

dife. And this Definition doth

include both the former; be-

cauſe, whether it be by a real

Paction, that one buys or fells

Spiritual Things ; or, whether

itbe inAffection ; or, thatbyEn-

deavour, he expreſſeth his Affe-

ction to do ſo ; whether it be

byDeed, or whether it be by

Defire, he proſtitutes to Mer-

chandife theGifts ofGod,which

cannot



( 27)

cannot be priz'd. As likewife,

under the name of Spiritual

Things , this comprehendeth

theſe which the former De-

ſcriptions call Things annexed to

Spiritual Things; becauſe, by

Virtue of that Annexation or

Connexion, ( as I have ſhewed)

they become, through God's

Appointment, Sacred and Spiri-

tual. And this Definition may

be wellgathered from the Text;

which holds out, that the Sin

of Simon was about a thing

Spiritual, The Gift of the Holy

Ghost : And, that his Treſpaſs

thereabout was, That that Gift

ofGodwhich could notbe va-

lued, nor purchaſed with Sums

1 ofMoney, he would have fub-

jected to a Price, and offered

Money for it. And all Simony

being but the tranſcript ofhis

by Sin, it may then rightly be thus
* defined.

B2 And
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And hence it is evident, That

allbuying, or felling, or bargain-

ing aboutSpiritualThings, whe-

ther they be fuch in their own

Nature, (as all the Gifts and

Graces of the HolyGhoſt, whe-

ther ordinaryorextraordinary, )

orwhether they be fuch by Di-

vine Inftitution ; and that ei-

ther as Inſtruments and Means

for working Spiritual Effects, (as

theWord, the Sacraments, the

Spiritual Offices in the Church,

Vocation,Ordination, Authori-

ty to exerciſe theſe Offices, and

the Exerciſe or Adminiſtration

of Spiritual Things thereby ; )

or as Miniſteries and Helps to

Spiritual Things ; ( as Things

Confecrated and Devoted, and

Benefices and Maintainances fet

apart forthe utility and fupport

of Spiritual Offices, with the

Preſentations, Rights andTitles

thereto, &c. ) All buying, or

felling, or bargaining ( I ſay, )

about
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about any of theſe things, isSi-

mony, and a grievous Sin in the

fight of God, in that it doth

put toaPrice theſe Gifts ofGod,

which are not the fubject of

Merchandise..

Thatbuying or felling ofany

oftheſe things, (faveofthe laft

kind) falls under the Sin of Si-

mony, is ſcarce doubtedby any.

But, as for the Matters ofBene-

fices, andChurch-maintainances,

and things fet apart to ſerve

Spiritual Offices, there be many

whoſe Intereſt prompts them to

cavil upon that Subject: And,

becauſe theſe things are in their

own Nature things Temporal,

therefore they are bold to argue,

That all fuch things, with their

Rights and Preſentations, and

Titles thereto, may be bought

and fold ; at least, the buying

or ſelling thereof, falls not un--

der the Guilt of Simony. But,

hereunto I Anſwer :

B. 3 First,
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(

First, If we confider theſe

things in their own Nature, as

feparate from the SpiritualOffice

and Uſe to which they are ap-

pointed, they be thingsTempo-

ral indeed, and ſo are vendible ;

yet, by Virtue ofthe Annexati-

on and Dedication to the Mini-

ſtery of fuch an Office, they be-

comethings Spiritual, and ſo not

Vendible : For this altereth the

Nature thereof. Even as the

Bread and Wine in the Eucha-

rift, are in their own Nature ,

andwhilſt ſeparate from the Sa-

crament, things Temporal, and

may be bought and fold ; but,

whenby Confecration, they are

fet apart for that ſpiritual and

facred Uſe of the Sacrament,

theychange theNature ofTem-

poral Things, and are no more

Vendible. Thus things Devo-

ted, before they were Devoted,

were but Temporal ; and fo

Vendible : But, being once

Devoted
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- Devoted, theycould notfo much

as be altered, or changed ; the
banged

Lord himself hath faid, Every Levit. 27-

Devoted Thing is most holy unto 10, 28.
the Lord.

:

2dly, Whatsoever Benefices,

or ſuch things as miniſter to

Spiritual Offices and Uſes, may

be, as to the Matter ; yet, in re-

gard of their Connexion (as I

have ſaid, ) they become Spiri-

: tual, as being Confecrated and

Devoted toGod;fo as noMer-

chandiſe can be made thereof,

$ without Ufurpation upon God's

Right, and Violation done to

his Divine Majesty, in regard he

hath avouched theſe things as

Sacred and Holy to himself; as

is evident in the 27th Chapter

- ofLeviticus, where the Lord af-

ferteth his Propriety in the

things Devoted, and in the

Tythes ſet apart, for the Main-

tainance of the Priests and Le-

vites,faying, ofevery fuchthing,

لو
B4

It
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28,30.

Levit. 27. It is most holy unto the Lord.

So that, whoſoever tranſacts by

way of buying or felling, for

Benefices, or any part of the

Church-livings, or Stipends de-

dicated for the Miniſtery of Spi-

ritual Offices, cannot ſhun to

încur the Guilt, either of Simo-

ny or Sacrilege. If it be done

meerly in contemplation ofthe

Benefice, without intuition to

the Office, but only that the

Buyer may enjoy the Church-

Revenue, without any purpoſe

to exerciſe or discharge theOf-

fice to which it is annexed ;

hewho either buyeth or felleth

a Benefice ſo, becomes guilty of

groſs Sacriledge, in that he dif-

joineth and feparateth whatGod

hath join'd together, and comes

under that Increpation and

Curfe,uttered fromtheMouth of

the Lord by Malachy, againft

thoſe that rob God, faying,

Mal. 3. 8, Will a Man rob God ?
१०

1

yet ye

bave
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have robbed me. But ye Say

Wherein have we robbed thee ?

In Tythes and Offerings. Ye

are cursed with a Curse : for ye

have robbed me ; even this whole

Nation : And is liable to that

Woe,which isdenounced againſt

thoſe that eat the Fat, andclothe Ezek. 340-

themselves with the Wool, but feed 23

not the Flock. But ifaManmake

any ſuch Bargain in order to

the Office, intending, that in

regard of the Connexion that

the Beneficehath with the Of-

fice, by a Title to the one, the

Buyer may come to the other,

he isguilty ofSimony : As when

one buyeth a Preſentation or

Title to a Benefice, whereby he

may come to be inveſted with

a Spiritual Office, and fo having

the Office may enjoy the Bene--

fice ; whosoever doth ſo, in-

curs thisGuilt ; becauſe, henot

only buys a Benefice, which

(being annexed to a Spiritual

Office)B5
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Office) is Spiritual and Sacred,

asbeing a thing whereunto God

lays a Claim of Propriety ; but

alſo, by that Bargain, he comes

to be inveſted with a Spiritual

Office. And therefore,

3dly, With good Reaſon I

may ſay, That whoſoever buys

or fells a Benefice, or Preſenta-

tion thereto, buys and fells

theOfficealſo : For itis aknown

Maxim, Caufa causa, eft caufa

cansati : " That which is the

"Cauſe oftheCauſe,isthe Caufe

"alfo of the Effect. Now the

Money which the Buyer pays

totheSeller, is the Caufe which

procures the Preſentation ; the

Preſentation procures Ordina-

tion, and Ordination the Office;

and fo theMoneyanſwerethall;

andbeing the Caufe ofthePre-

ſentation, is the Cauſe alſo of

the Office, which without the

Preſentation is not attain'd.

Wherefore Lombard ſays. well,

Quif-
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Senten
Quisquis horum alterum vendit, Lib. 4

fine quo alterumnon habetur, neu- Dift. 25

trum invenditum derelinquit :

-" Whofoever fells the one of

" theſe things, without which

"the other is not enjoy'd, leaves

-" neither ofthem unfold. And

what is faid, I ſuppoſe, maybe.

fufficient to make any Perſon

whopretends to Religion, blush,

to plead in behalf of fuch Simo-

niacal Tranfactions.

1

CHAP. H..

Ofthe several Ways whereby

the Guilt of Simony may

be incurred in the Entrance

upon a Spiritual Office..

HAT thebuying andfel--
Mer

chandife of Sacred and Spiritual

Things,
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1

Things, is the fin of Simony, I

have thewed ; and how hainous

a fin it is, I ſhall afterwards

(Godwilling,) more fully ſhew.

Only, before I proceed, I cannot

tell, ifI shall need towarn, That

howſoever, it was Money that

Simon Magus offered, and that

it was for this that the Apoſtle

condemn'd him, that he thought

the Gift ofGod could be pur-

chaſed with Money ; that none

therefore ſuppoſe, ( for I think

none ſo ignorant as to ſuppoſe

fo, ) that the Guilt of Simony

cannot be incurr'd, unleſs Mo-

neybe told in the bargain : But,

whereas many other things may

becommenfuratebyMoney; and

there be much Merchandizing,

and many forts of Tranſactions

in buying and ſelling, where

things ofother Species come in

the room ofMoney, andbecome

thePrice of what is bought and

fold: Therefore every gainful

Tranfact-
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Tranſaction, and every Compact

or Bargain, whereby any thing

is yielded, given, or received, as

a Price intended for the pur-

chaſe ofSpiritual Things, is a

-Sinful and Simoniacal buying

and felling thereof, no leſs than

if Money were paid for the

fame. And whereas, there be

many ways whereby the guilt

of this Sin may be incurr'd ;

that every one who fears God,

and hath zeal for his Church,

may keep their Hands undefil'd

therewith, I ſhall here lay be-

fore their Eyes, the ſeveral ways

whereby Men may chance to

ſplit thereupon; at least, I ſhall

ſet down fo manyways thereof,

as unto which all others may be

easily reduc'd ; and within the

compaſs whereof, he who is

anyway guilty, ſhall find him-

ſelf either explicitely or impli-

citely included.

2

e

ac

1

It
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It is then to be confidered,

That the guilt of Simony may

be incurr'd, either by a merce-

nary Entrance into a Spiritual

Office, or by a mercenary Exer-

ciſe or Adminiſtration ofSpiritu-

al Things in that Office. As

to the Entrance upon a Sacred

or Spiritual Office, Menmay in-

cur this Guilt, either as Princi

pal Agents, or as Abettors and

Inftruments therein, and partir

cipant with them.

Those who come firſt under

our View, are the PrincipalA

gents: And aMan as fuch,may

incur this Guilt three ways ;

to wit, either in affectu, in the

inward Affection ; or in conatu

in the Endeavour ; or in effectu,

in the external Effect or Deed.

First, There is a Guilt ofSi

anony, in affectu, in the Affection

or Will; when aMan hath an

inward Defire or Purpoſe of

Heart, and Intention, cither to
JT

buy
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buyor fell any Sacred Office, or

Spiritual Thing, by any Com-

pact or Condition for Money,

or any thing anſwerable there-

to. And therefore ( as I have

toldbefore) it is defin'd by the

School-men and Canonists, to be

Studiofa voluntas, vel cupiditas,

bc. "An earnest Will and De-

= " fire of buying or felling Spi-

" ritual Things. And this very

Defire and Purpoſe in the Heart

of Simon Magus, did the Apoftle

Peter look upon as fuch a fin,

that he uttered against it this ve-

-ry Increpation, Thy Money perish

with thee, because thou hastthought,

that the Gift ofGod may be pur-

chafed with Money. And,

Thy Heart is not right in the fight

ofGod. And therefore, it is

-rightly obſerved by the Cano-

nists, That Intentiofacit hominem Bernard.
Simoniacum The Intention Compoft.८८

inDecret

" renders aMan guilty ofSimo-Greg. 9.

" ny. Ido not fay, That the de Sim..
Defire cap. 34

)
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Defire or Purpoſe of the Heart

to have a Spiritual Office, is ei-

ther Simony or Sin : For, the

1Tim.1.3 .Apostle Paul faith, Ifa Mande-

fire the Office of a Bishop, he defi-

reth a good Work: But, to de-

fire to come thereto in the way

of Bargaining, or by Bribery,

that is the Sin ; that by a pre-

pofterous way, he will buy from

theHandofMan what he ſhould

waitfor from the Hand ofGod.

And a Defire to enter thus, be-

fore God open the Door, is, no

doubt, foran evil end, and with

an Eye more to Preferment or

Gain, than to God's Glory.

2dly, The Guilt of Simony

may be incurr'd in Conatu expri-

menteaffectum, in the Endeavour,

whereby the Affection or Defire

-isexpreffed or manifeſted. And

thus, whoſoeveruſe any Endea-

vours to purchaſe by Money,

Bribes, or fuch unlawfulMeans,

DaPlace, or Office in the Church;

or



(41 )

or to procure a Preſentation,

Title, or Order thereto, (whe-

ther theſe Endeavours produce

the effect of their Defire, or

not, ) they are guilty of Simo-

ny, whether they be the Buy-

ers or the Sellers. It was but

a fruſtraneous Endeavour that

↑ Simon ufed, when he offer'd the

Apostles Money ; it was neither

accepted, nordid he thereby at-

tain his end ; yet was he there-

fore condemn'd by Simon Peter.

And it was but in vain, that

Korah confpir'd with Dathan Numb. 16.

and Abiram by Force and Tu- 9, 10, 32.

- mult, to be poffeffed of the

* Prieft's Office ; and yet, not on-

ly did Mofes rebuke him for it,

but the Lord alſo by a viſible

Judgment condemn'd the At-

tempt. Andwhoſoever uſeſuch

Endeavours, their Heart is not

right in the fightofGod. Hence

it is, that all Offers, Promifes,

Conditions, Compacts, Infinua-

τ

tions,
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Concil.

Tolet. 4.

Can.8.

tions, Force or Fraud, and all

fubdolous Arts and Machinati-

ons, whereby Men aſpire to

Sacred Offices, or go about to

obtain the fame, being ſuch En-

deavours as do expreſs their in-

ward Simoniacal Affection and

Defire, are juſtly condemn'd as

Simony. As by the 4th Coun-

cil of Toledo, They are con-

demn'd as unworthy of the

Prieftly Office, Qui Honorem il-

lum muneribus obtinere motiun-

tur : "Whodo but endeavour

"to obtain thatHonourbyGifts.

And the Canonists determine,

Bernard. That Sola promiffio est Simonia ;

Compost. The Promiſe alone is Simony :
Greg. 9. and that no Offer, or Paction,

orCondition in SpiritualThings,

is free from this Vice. And

therefore Athalaricus, that Go-

thick King of Italy, about the

Year 531. having by that Edit

ofthe Marble Table, condemn'd

Simony : He doth alſo, by liis

confir-

inDecret.

DeSimo-

nia. cap.12,

34.
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inConcil.

confirmation of the Decree ofEpift. ad

the Senate againſt it, condemn Johama

thoſe as SimoniacalPerſons,whoTom. 2.

ſhould be found rei ambitus, Part.

guilty of going about, or ambi-

- tioufly compaffing, or by frau-

dulent Machinations ſtudying

to enter upon Places in the

Church, and denounceth them

@Infamous. So then, whosoever

ſhould go about to invade an

Office in the Church, by ſuch

ways as Vigilius did the Papal

Chair, who, by Calumny and

f Force, extruded his Predeceffor

Silverius, and by diſhoneft Pro-

miſes made to Theodora Augusta,

of Favour to an Heretick, got

himſelf Promoted; or by fuch

Fan Artifice, as Benedictus Caje-

✓ tanus ( called afterwards Boni-

face the Eighth, ) went about to

mountto the famePlace, whilst

by a counterfeit Voice tranf-

mitted thorow a Wall, by an

hollow Engine, (as if it had
fi been
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been an Angel, or ſome Divine

Warningfrom Heaven,) he ſo a-

buſedtheSimplicity ofCalestins,

his Predeceffor, as he made him

betake himſelf to an Hermitage,

tomake room for him ; who-

ſoever ( I fay ) ſhould go about

by anyfuchkind ofways, either

ofForce or Fraud toenter, whe-

ther they ſhould prove ſucceſs-

ful or not,even upon the account

of theſe diſhoneft Endeavours,

they were juſtly to be reputed

Simoniacal Perſons.

3dly, The Guilt of Simony

may be incurr'd in effectu, in the

Effect or Deed ; andthat is,when

Perfons by any real Bargain,

Compact, or Condition, dobuy

and fell, or make Merchandife

of any Spiritual Benefices and

Offices in the Church : Who-

foever doth ſo, whether it be he

that is to receive the fame, or

the Patron that gives Title, or

he thatOrdains and Confecrates,

or
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or he that hath any kind of

Right, or Suffrage in Election,

he is guilty of Simony. And

whereas, this may be done ei-

ther by real Money, or other

things commenfurate by Money,

or by what may ſtand one in as

good uſe as Money ; therefore

does Gregory the Seventh and

the School-men obſerve, Thatthe Greg. 7.

Sin of Simony may be commit- Lib. 6.
Epift. 34.

ted in the Effect or Deed, theſe Thom.228.

three ways, ( which are com- qu. 100.

prehenfive of all others,) to wit, Durand.

Aut munere à manu, aut à Lin- Lib. 4.

gua, aut ab Obsequio : " By a

"Gift, either by the Hand, or

" by the Tongue, or by Ho-

mage or Service.

"

First, This Sin may be com-

mitted by a Gift or Bribe, à

Mann, by the Hand; that is,

by Tranſaction for Money, or

for any thing Moveable or Im-

moveable, which comes in the

room of Money, as a Price laid
out

Art. 5.

Dift.25.

qu.4.
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out of the Hand for the thing

tranſacted. Thus, when any

Perſon doth purchaſe a Preſen-

tation and Title to a Spiritual

Office, or Ecclefiaftick Charge;

or procures Ordination thereto;

or obtains Suffrages for his Ele-

Ction, by Money, or any Gift

or Bribe whatsoever, given by

himſelf, or others in his behalf;

or, when any Patron beſtows a

Preſentation, or any Biſhop, or

Ordinary gives Ordination, or

any Man gives his Voice for

Election to ſuch an Office, upon

the condition of receiving any

Money, Gift or Bribe ; ſuch are

in effect guilty of palpable Si-

mony. For, ifit was fin in Si-

monMagus tooffer the like,much

more is it in effect to give, or

receive it : For, this is not the

way that God will have his

Prieſts made ; but the way after

which, by the contrivance of

Jeroboam, ( as Abijah upbraids

him,)
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0

Ahim,) the Priests of the High

Places were made, that whosoever 2 Chron.

came to Confecrate himself ( or as 13.9.

it is according to the Original,

אלמל ad Implendum, to fill his

Hand,) with aYoung Bullock, and

Seven Rams, thesame might be a

Priest of them who are no Gods :

And therefore, all fuch Tranf-

actions for fuch Offices, by Mo-

ney,Gifts, or Bribery, are juftly

condemn'd as groſs Simony : So

concludes the Canon-Lawofhim

who by Paction obtains a Right

from a Patron ; Si Ordinandus Decretal.

præfentatori fuo, &c. " If heGreg.9.

"who is tobe Ordained givenia. cap.20.

"unto him who Preſents him,

"any thing by way ofPaction,

" it is a Simoniacal Bargain. So

likewife, when one practiſeth DeSimo-

by a Paction with any of thenia. cap.11.

Clergy, for the beſtowing ofOf-

fices in theChurch ; or with a-

ny Prince or Laick Perſon, by

Money, to give conſent, or to

further

De Simo-
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further his Election to a Biſhop-

rick, or any High Place in the

Church, he falls under the Sen-

tence of a Simoniacal Perfon.

Andupon this Account likewife,

the beſtowing of a Preſentation,

with a Reſervation of any Por-

tion of the Benefice, or with

a Paction of yielding fome year-

ly Benefit thence, is juſtly con-

cluded to be Simony : So ſays

Append. the Third Lateran Council, Res
Concil. La- Sacraut poffideatur, &c. " Whilft

teran.3.

Part. 49.

Cap.7.

" for the obtainingoftheEnjoy-

" ment of a thing Sacred, any

" thing is given, or promiſed,
८८

or fomewhat upon that ac-

" count is retain'd, it appears

" tobe Simony. And ſo ſaysA-

Thom.224. quinas, Si Epifcopus ab eo cпі Ве-
qu. 100.

Art.4.
neficium confert, &c.

" If a Bi-

" ſhop from him upon whom he

" bestows a Benefice, require any

" thing of the Fruits ofthat Be-

"nefice, it is all one as if he

" ſhould exact from him a Bribe,

"and
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inDecret.

Cap.45.

" and is not free ofSimony : For,

as ſay the Canonists, Remiffio Bernar.

Juris, &c. "A paffing from Compoftel.

" that Right which ſhouldbe- Gregor. 9.

" fall oneby Virtue ofa Preſen- DeSimon.

" tation, is as much as to give

" ſomething. Andwho knows

not, that in ſuch cafes, Remiffio

juris proprii, cadit Sub rationem

pretii : "A Man's yielding up

" of his own Right, is of the

"ſamenature with a Price paid

" for what he Tranfacts about.

And the Council of Turon con-

demns the Advancing ofany to

the Government of Churches,

Sub annuo pretio, for a Yearly Can. 5.

Rate, as a making of the Priest-

hood Vendible. And upon the

fame account, the beſtowing of

a Preſentation, or the giving of

Ordination with a Condition,

whereby the Hands of the Per-

fon Preſented, or Ordain'd, are

boundup fromSuing hisPatron,

orOrdinary, for any farther juſt
C Provifion,
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De Sim.

Proviſion, is juſtly judged, and

Decretal. condemn'd as Simony. Si quis

Gregor. 9. Ordinaverit, &c. ' If any Man

cap.45. Ordain, or Preſent to Ordinati-

' on, any Perſon, taking ofhim

a Promiſe, or Oath, that he

ſhall not trouble him for his

' Proviſion, they are by the

Law, made liable to ſevere

Cenſures. Andby the Second

Aurelian Council, and by the

'Council of Paris under Gregory

the Fourth, the exacting ofMo-

ney, or any thing elſe, for Ele-

Stions, or Ordinations, is con-

demn'd as Simony, andas ungod-

Ay Corruption and execrable Impie-

ty. And thus it appears, how

Simony is incurr'd by a Gift of

the Hand.

Can. 3.

Lib. 1.

cap.11.

:

2dly, Perſons may fall under

the Guilt of this Sin, munere à

Lingua, by a bribing Tongue-

For, Bribery may be practiſed as

wellwith the Tongue, as with

theHand, and by the one, as

well
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well as by the other, a Man may

be brought in a Snare. Thus

Abfalom by his fair Tongue, 2 Sam. 15

bribed the Affections oftheMen

of Ifrael, and by ſtealing away

their Hearts thereby, enſnar'd

them in a courſe of Rebellion

and Treaſon against his Father,

And thus , by the Peoples

Tongues, was Saul brib'd to

fpare Agas, and the fat Cattel

of the Amalekites, and ſo was

enfnared in the fin ofRebellion

against God ; fearing, left if

he ſhould not have hearkned

to their Voice, he ſhould have

loft their Favour, and incurr'd

their Hatred : Therefore faid he

to Sarmel, I feared the People, 1 Sam. 15.

and obeyed their Voice. And fo, 24.

when by Complement or Flatte-

ries, or by Minaces or Threats,

or to gratifie the Intreaties, or

Solicitations, or Importunities of

carnal Friends, orgreat Perſons,

for conciliating their Favour, of
C2 for
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:

Compoft.

inDecret.

for fear of incurring their Dif-

pleaſure, one is moved to Pre-

ſent, Ordain, or Advance any

Perſon to a Spiritual Office,

without confideration of his

Worth ; or, to prefer any by

Partiality, he falls under this

Guilt ofSimony by the Tonguer

For , as the Canonists rightly

conclude, Favor, vel gratia, vel

Bernard, odium,fuccedit loco pretii : 'Fa-

vour or good Will, or Hatred,

(in fuch caſes, ) falls in place

of a Price. And I am fure,to

promote one upon fuch carnal

Reſpects, agrees not well with

that Apoftolical Canon which

the Apostle Paul wrote to Ti

mothy, and charg'd him before

Godand hisAngels, to obſerve,

1Tim. 5. without preferring one before ano-

ther, doing nothing by Partiality;

and ſaying, Lay Hands fudden-

ly on no Man, neither bepartaker

of other Men's Sins : From

Gregor. 9.
De Sim.

сар.14.

21,22.

which, how he keeps his
Hands
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Hands pure, who, to gratifie

the Solicitations and Importu-

nities of carnal Friends, incon-

fiderately advanceth aMan to a

Spiritual Office, I fee not.

Yet this is not ſo to be un-

derstood, as if all Interceffions

in Affairs of this nature, were

either Simoniacal or Sinful ; but

it must be confidered, whether

the Perſon in whoſe behalf

Friends do interceed and intreat

for, be a Pefon worthy ; that

is, Holy, and well Qualified for

fuch a Sacred Function ; or un-

worthy, and unfuitable for it.

Ifhe be unworthy, then certain-

lyhe ſins hainouſly who inter-

poſeth in his behalf: For he

facrificeth the Glory of God,

and the Blood of poor Souls, to

the intereſt of his unworthy car-

nal Friend or Favourite ; and

fo doth he, who, to gratifie

Man, is mov'dby Intreaties, to

inveſt him with ſuch an Office.

1

C3
But
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But if the Perſon be worthy

thenhe who interceeds for him,

muſt confider, upon what Prin-

ciple hedoth ſo: If it be out

of a pious Affection to the good

of the Church, and a well-

grounded Hope of his being a

good Inſtrument for the Glory

ofGod; upon fuch a ground

onemay not only without fin,

but very commendably recom-

mend ſuch a Perſon, and even

uſe Entreaties and Solicitations

for his Advancement to fuch

an holy Function ; nay, andfo

much the rather, ifhe be a Per-

foninwhom hehath anIntereſt

ofnatural Relation : ( ForRe-

ligion dothnoway weaken, but

rather corroborates the Bonds of

naturalAffection.) Neitherdoth

ſuch Dealing want Precedents

which may fufficiently warrant

Acts 18. it: The Brethren at Ephesus

did recommend Apollo by Let-

ters to the Brethren in Achaia,

27-

206 A

in-
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intreating them to receive him:

The Apostle Paul recommend--

ed Epaphroditus to the Philippi- Philipp. 2.

ans ; as likewise Marcus, the Si-29, 30.

ſter's Son of Barnabas, did he colof. 40

recommend to the Coloffians : 10.

Nay, and though carnalAffecti-

onwas no ingredient in our Sa-

viour's Choice ofhis Diſciples;

yet it is manifeſt, that John, his

Coufin according to the Fleſh,

was taken into the number, and

is more than once called, The Joh. 13.23.

Difciple whom Jesus loved. But and20.2.

though the Perſon for whomand21. 20..

oneinterceeds, be never ſo wor-

thy ; yet ifhis Interceffions for

him, proceed not from aReli-

gious, but only from
Principle, to promote aworldly

Deſign ; then is the Interceffour

guilty of this Simony by the

Tongue, whilft his End therein

isnot to ferve the Lord Jefus

Chrift, but only a carnal Inte-

reft.

G4

acarnal

More-

and19.26.
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1Sam. 1.

11,28.

Moreover, Some Parents, it

may be, may have in their pi-

ous Intentions, deſign'd a Child

to the Ministry of God's House,

(as Hannah did her Samuel; )

choofing rather to have him

ferve God at the Sacred Altar,

than in any Secular Employ-

ment ; and, upon this Account,

have ftudied to have him qua-

lified for that work. Now, for

fuch a Parent, when occafion

offereth, to interpoſe for aChild

whom he finds competently en-

dowed with Gifts and Graces

for the fame, to have him pla-

ced in the Sacred Function,

(not deſigning it meerly as a

Trade of Lucre,andLivelihood,)

is not only lawful, but laudable;

1 Sam. 2. as it was in Hannah, whom Eli

praiſed for this Devotion, and

for which the Lord rewarded

her with the Bleſſing of more

Children. Nay, he who out of

zeal to the Glory of God, in

$20, 21 .

the

し
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the fimplicity ofhis Heart, (not

with a covetous Eye to Gain,

nor with an ambitious Eye to

Preferment ; ) hath made it his

ſtudy to furnish himself for the

holy Miniſtery of the Church,

may even lawfully offer himself,

and expreſs his Defires to thoſe

who have Right and Title to

advance him thereto, ſo he do

it modeftly, and without a pre-

poſterous thruſting himself up-

ontheSacredFunction : For to

this, he hath the approbation

oftheApoſtle, ſaying, Ifa Max 1Tim.3 .

defire the Office ofa Bishop, be

defireth a good. Work. And,fo

his Defire is good, ifit proceed paftor

(asGregory faith, ) A zelo Char Part. 1

ritatis Divinitus excitato ; froma Cap. 8

zeal ofCharity ſtirr'd upbyGod.

And for any to comply with.

thedefire offuchaPerſon, upom

the confideration of his Worth,

is neither Simoniacal, nor. Sin

C5 3dly
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3dly, The third way of Bri

bery, whereby the Guilt ofSi-

mony may be incurr'd in Deed,

is, Ab obfequio, by Homage or

Service. Thus, he who either

for the preſent, or by anyObli-

gation for the future, doth Ser-

vice or Homage;or by anygood

Offices, miniſters to the Intereſts

ofMan, upon deſign to procure

his ownAdvancement to aSpi-

ritual Office, is guilty of Simo-

ny, as theBuyer; and fo is he,

as the Seller, who, upon the ac-

count thereof, promotes him

thereto : For, whilft by ſuch

Service, the one bribeth, and

the other is bribed, it is all one

as iftheMerchandise were made

by Money. When Jacob did

purchaſe his Wives by his Ser-

vice from Laban, they account-

Gen. 31. edthemſelves asfoldfor Money.

And fo, the Homage or Service

which one payeth for Spiritual

15.

Things, is nothing else but the

Money
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Money of Simon Magus, tranf-

mitted with another Impreſſi-

on, from a different kind of

Mint. Therefore ſays the Ca-

non Law, Simoniacum eft, pro Decret.

temporali obfequio Beneficium Ec-De Sim
clefiafticum promittere : To Cap. 12.

' promise an Ecclefiaftical Bene-

'fice for Temporal Service, is

'Simony. And again, Pro ha- Cap.17.

bendis Spiritualibus homagiumfa--

cere, Simoniacum est : To do

'Homage for enjoying ofSpiri- -

' tual Things, is Simony. And

therefore, how they can waſh

their Hands from the loathsom

Stain ofthis Sin, who pay their .

Servants Salaries by a Spiritual

Benefice ; or, who ſerve any

Man with a deſign to earn a

Church as their Wages, I can-

not fee. Nor are they leſs .

guilty, who make their Matches

an Engine to promote them to a

Charge ; or,who make theDo--

nation of a Church a Mean,

mucha
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Decret.

Gregor. 9.
DeJurePa-

tronat.

сар.б.

Adverf

Jovin.

Lih...

be-

much more a Condition for the

Marriage of an Hand-maid, or

to procure a Fortune unto, or to

fupply the place of a Dotal

Provifion , for an indigent

Neice or Coufin ; which is, not

unfitly, termed by our Coun-

try-men, Smock-Simony ;

cauſe, by ſerving of fuch Inte-

refts, the Church is fold. And

they may wellbe brought with-

inthe fame Predicament, who

make a Spiritual Benefice a Pa-

trimony unto, or a Rescue for

the Penury of an uſeful Friend

or Kinsman : Upon which

account, the Canon Law decrees

thus; Qui emit jus Patronatus,

e. He who buys the Right

of Patronage, that he may

' Preſent a Son, or a Nephew,

' or any whom he pleaſeth,

' ought to be depriv'd thereof.

And this is an Evil that Jerom

much complains of, That Affini-

ty, or Confanguinity, or Service,

6

ſhould
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ſhould be the ground of prefer-

ring Men to Spiritual Offices, or

Degrees, as if they were to be

bestowed, as Men are Advanc'd

to Military Offices in the World.

Yet Ido not ſay,but thatanyMan

may lawfully prefer to an Eccle-

ſiaſtick Charge, a Friend, or Re-

lative, who is well qualified for

the Office : For (as I have faid

already, ) Religion doth not

weaken, but rather ſtrengthens

the Bonds of natural Affection ;

fo that it were Injustice to deal

worſe with Relatives, than with

Strangers ; or, ceteris paribus,not

to prefer them to others. But

to do ſo, meerly upon a car-

nal Account, becauſe they may

ſerve better our Temporal Ends

and Deſigns ; orto prefer a Per-

fon unfit,becauſe he is a Friend,

bewrays an Eye more to carnal

Intereſt than to God's Glory.

Neither do I ſay, butDurandus

is in theright, in ſaying, That
one
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:

Lib.4.

Dift. 25.
qu.4.

onemay lawfully confer an Ec-

clefiaftickOffice or Benefice upon

him, who hath ferved him,

through a ſenſe of that Worth

he hath learned to be in him,

by Experience and daily Con-

verſe; iffobe hedo it in con-

templation of his Worth, and

notofhis Service : But, if re-

ſpect to this be the Principle

that ſways him, he is guilty of

Simony. Wherefore, I cannot

but judge them exceeding guil-

ty in the fight of God, who

promote Men to any degree of

the Sacred Hierarchy, not upon

aconfideration of their Sancti

mony, or Abilities to ferve God

therein, but out of a Defign to

ſerve ſecular ends ; and there-
fore do make choice of fuch,

from whoſe Inclinations they

can expect, andpromifetothem-

ſelves, that they will prove fit-

teſtInſtruments forabettingtheir

publick or private Interefts; the

expect



( 63 )

expectation of which Service,

(much more, if it be made a

Condition in the Bargain, ) is

no leſs the Price of ſuch a Pro-

motion, than if it were ſold for

Service alreadydone : And not

without reaſon may it be ſaid,

That thoſe Merchants dotrade

for ſuch Creatures, not to be

Miniſters to God, but Slaves to

- themselves. But much more

doth he incur this Guilt, who,

for the purchaseof fuch a Pre-

ferment, mancipates his Con-

ſcience implicitely to follow the

Dictates of his Promoter ; by

whom, whilst he is advanced

upon the Condition, or Expect-

-ation of fuch a blind Obedience,

I'm fure God hath no hand in

the Bargain. But, I think I need

fay no more for the diſcovery

of theſe Rocks, whereupon the

Principal Agents in fuch Spiri-

thal Traffick, maychance toſplit,

intheway ofEntrance uponSa-

credOffices.
I pro-

1
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I proceed next, to ſhew how

the guilt of Simony may be in-

curr'd byothers, as being Inſtru-

ments and Abettors thereof:

For who are thus partakers

therein, by walking contrary to

the Rule of the Apoſtle, who

Eph. 5.11.hath ſaid, Have no fellowship

with the unfruitful Works ofDark-

ness, but rather reprove them;

theybecomeSociiCriminis, Com-

panions in the Crime and Guilt.

And thus Men may be guilty

feveral ways.

3. First, AManmay incur this

Guilt by promoting of a Simo-

nical Deſign, in becoming a

Mediator, or fecret Agent; ei-

ther by Advice and Counſel, or

by tranſacting betwixt thePar-

ties, or in behalf of either of

them, in any Condition, Com-

pact, or payment of Money;

orby using any ſiniſter Devices

for that effect. And, that he

who doth ſo, becomes in the

fight
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fight ofGod guilty ofthis Sin,

he may be easily convinced, if

he confider, That a Fellowſhip

in anySin, byAdvice and Coun-

fel, doth ftir up the Wrath of

the Almighty, as well againft

the evil Counſellor, as against

the Perpetrator thereof ; which

Dis evident from that Command

which the Lord gave to Ezekiel, Ezek. 11 .

to Prophefie against thoſe that 2, 3, 4.

did deviſe Miſchief, and give

wicked Counſel in Jerusalem ; and

that the Tranſactors for others

in wicked Purpoſes, are lyable

to the fame Punishment with

them ; whereofGod's Judgment

denounced against Jezebel, for 1 King. 21

her ſecret Tranſactions to pof- 23.

ſeſs Ahab of that bloody Pur-

chaſe of the Vineyard of Na-

both, is a pregnant Teſtimony.

Andfodo thoſe, who by fecret

Tranſactions and Conveyances,

meddle as Inſtruments, to pro-

mote Simoniacal Deſigns, in-

t

volve
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volve themselves in the fame

Guilt with thoſe, in behalf of

whom they deal ; and fome-

times into more, when they do

it without the Party's privity or

confent. And therefore, were

the Fathers of the Council of

Chalcedon, ſoſevere againſt ſuch,

as to decree, Thatfi quis media-

tor in tam turpibus & nefandis

datis vel acceptis extiterit, &c.

• If anyMan ſhouldbe foundto

'be aMediator in ſuch filthyand

nefarious Bargains, of giving

'and receiving any thing for

Spiritual Offices; being a Cler-

gy-man, he ſhould loſe his

Degree; or, if a Laick, or

'Monk, he ſhouldbe Anathe-

'matiz'd. And, leſtbythis means

any ſhould be entred into the

Church, theSentence oftheCa-

nonLaw is ſomewhat more fe-

vere, which fays, Electio Simo-

DeSimon. niaca eft caffanda, facta, &c.

Cap.27. A Simoniacal Election is to be

Can.2.

Decret.

Greg. 9.

'made
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made void, if it have been

'made by other Men's Promiſes

' ofMoney, although he who

' is Elected be ignorant thereof

" unleſs it havebeen done of a

'fraudulentPurpofe against him.

And the ground hereof is, be-

cauſe, though he have no hand

therein himself, yet it is by a

Simoniacal Paction that he is

introduc'd into the Church.

2dly, AManincurs thisGuilt,

when he complies therewithby

Conſent orApprobation. That

Confent or Approbation renders:

aMan guilty ofthe Sin to which
he conſents, and wherein he al-

lows the Sinner, I truſt none

will queſtion, who hath ever

readtheſe Words, wherebyGod

declares a Man unworthy upon

this account, to take his Cove-

nant in his mouth, saying, When Pfal.50.18%

thonfaweft a Thief, then thon con-

fentedst withhim : Or, the Words

ofPaul confefling it as his Sin,
that
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Act.22.20. that he was confenting to the

ſhedding of the Blood of that

Proto-Martyr Steven. And, is

not he then guilty before God,

who, feeing one as a Thiefand

a Robber, climbing up into the

Sheep-fold of Chriſt by Simoni-

cal means, yields his confent

thereto ? Whofoever then, be

ing conscious to a Simoniacal

Tranſaction made by any per-

fon, for procuring ofa Title or

Right to a Spiritual Office, or

Benefice, doth confent to give

him Ordination, or Collation

thereto, by this finful compli-

ance becomes guilty of Simony.

And whosoever, having notice

ofſuch a Tranfaction, concurs

with his conſent to the Election,

Ordination, or Collation of fuch

a Perſon, involves himſelf in

the fame Guilt.

3dly, A Man may incur this

Guilt by Connivance ; when,

being privy thereto, he winks

thereat,
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4.

cand 3. 13,

14.

hereat, or forbeareth, accord

ing to his Place and Calling, ei-

ther to oppoſe himſelf thereto,
or to cenſure the fame. How

guilty Connivance, or Forbear-

ance of Sin, rendereth a Man,

may appear by the Lord's Com-

minations against those who

would Hide their Eyes from the Levit. 20.

Man who giveth of bis Seed to

Molech ; and againſt Eli, for 1 Sam. 2.

conniving at the Wickedness of

his Sons ;andagainst theChurch

ofThyatyra, for suffering Jeze- Rev. 2. 20.

bel. Wherefore, for any Man

to be privy to a Perſon's Simo-

niacal ways, wherebyhe ſtudies

as aThief, to creep into a Charge

ofthe Church, and not to re-

preſent it to those who ſhould

bytheir Authority obſtruct him ;

by his Connivance, he becomes

guilty of Fellowship with him

in his fin. But ſo muchthemore,

if he be filent at his taking of

that Oathwhich is usually ten-

dred
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24.

dredto thoſe that take Inſtitution

for purging themselves of that

Crime: Forwhich Guilt, I leave

Prov. 29. him to confider what Solomon

fays,Whoso is Partner with aThief,

hateth his own Soul : he beareth

Curfing, andbewrayeth it not. And

much more thendo they render

themſelves guiltyofaFellowship

with ſuch in their Sin, who by

theirAuthority ſhouldpuniſh the

fame, and yet wink thereat ;
"

८

ano-

ApudGra-and therefore ſays Gregory, Par-

tian. Cauf, ticipem se reddit aliene Simonia,
1.Queſt. 1.

Can. Quif quisquis contra Simoniacam Hære-

quis per fin, pro officii fui loco, vehemen-

pecuniam. ter non exarferit,&c. He ren-

dereth himselfpartaker of

' ther Man's Simony, whosoever,

according to his Place andCal-

ling, is not vehemently zealous

against that Herefie ofSimony

and let,not that Man doubt,

but he ſhall bave his Portion

with himwho first committed

that hainous Crime110

Athly
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1

7

atbly, A Man may incur the

Guilt ofSimonyby Patronizing;

to wit, when he takes part with

Simoniacal Perſons, and bears

them out, either by countenan-

cing them in their fin, or by

pleading for them, or by fetting

himſelf out to justifie and de-

fend them therein. And this

indeed is ſuch an high Degree

ofFellowship in this Sin, as he

whodoth ſo, eſpouſeth the In-

tereſt of Satan, as well as ofSi-

mon, and ſtands upon his fide a-

gainstGod. But to him who

taketh ſuch a Plea in hand, I

may use the like Words, as the

Father of Jerubbaal did to the

Men ofhis City, who roſe up

against him, for his Son's throw-

ing down of Baal's Altar, ſay-

ing, Willyeplead for Baal ? will Judg. 6.31.

Je fave him ? So I may fay,Will

je plead for Simon Magus ? will

ye defend him ? And as Jehu

the Seer ſaid toJehoshaphat, for

aſſiſting

4

T
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19.2.

3.

2 Chron. affifting Ahab, Shouldst thou help

the Ungodly ? And what he

who doth ſo, will answer to

Exod. 23. him who hath faid, Thou shalt

not countenance apoor Man inhis

Caufe, I know not : For, even

though his Poverty might

plead for our Charity, yet our

Charity muſt not make us yield

our Patronage to an evilCaufe.

Andhe may think with himself,

what he can expect from the

Hand of the Almighty, who

hath threatned ſevere Wrath a-

Jer. 23.14, gainſt thoſe that strengthen the

Hands of evil doers.
$5.

of Thus have Iſhewed the ſeve-

ral ways whereby Men may be

guilty of Simony, either as the

Principal Agents, or as Inftru-

ments and Complices with them

in their Sin. By which ways,

whofoever entereth into the Sa-

cred Offices of the Church, is

intruded by the Artifices of

Man;
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Man; but they may hearGod

faying of them, I have notfent Jer. 23.24.

these Prophets, yet they ran.
:

CHAPHIA

How Simony is practised in

the Administration of a

Spiritual Office.o

T

20 101

HE Sin of Simony doth

not confine it ſelf within

the compaſs of their Tranſacti

ons, who practiſe the ſame for

making way for their Entrance

upon the Holy Calling in the

Church ; but extendeth it felf

alfo, to the Exerciſes of thatCal

ling in the hands of manywho

bearCharge : So that, as there

may be Guilt by a mercenary

Entrance into a Spiritual Office,

ſo there maybe muchGuilt al-
D fo
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fo, by the mercenary Adminiſtra-

tion of Spiritual Things in that

Office; as, when Merchandise

is made of the Word and Sacra-

ments, of the Sentences of the

Church, and ofthe Exerciſe of

any Acts and Duties which be-

long to the holy Miniſtery : For

theſe Spiritual Things being the

free Gifts ofGod, and ſo im-

properMatter ofMerchandiſe;

whoſoever, either in the inter-

nal Affection, or external Pra-

Ctice, makes them the fubject of

Buying and Selling, is a Diſci-

ple of Simon Magus, who (as I

have toldbefore, in the Words

ofGregory and Nicolaus de Ly-

za, would have bought the

Power of Giving the Holy

Ghoft, that afterwards by Exer-

ciſing that Power, he mightpur-

chaſeGain to himself. For, as

he whodoth but deſign, orde-

fire by the Miniſtery of the Go-

ſpel, to gratifie his Covetouf-

neſs,
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nefs, is guilty of Simony in the

Will, andAffections ofhisHearts

fo he, who in the Exercife of

that Sacred Office, ſets theMi-

niftery ofSpiritualThingstoSale,

and makes the ſame a Matter of

Merchandise, and ſubſervient to

hisGain, incurs the Guilt of Sis

mony, in Effect andDeed. And,

how dreadful a Guilt this is,

may appearby thatgrievous In-

crepation uttered by the Pro-

phet Micah, against the Houſe

of Ifrael, faying, The Heads Mic. 3. 11,

thereofjudge for Reward, and 12.

the Priests thereofteachfor Hire,

and the Prophets thereof divine

for Money' Therefore swall

Zion for your fake, be plowed as

La Field, and Jerusalem shall be-

comeHeaps, and the Mountain of

the House as the bigh Places of

the Forest.

Now the Minifters and Pa

ſtors of the Church, may incur

the guilt of this Sin two ways,

D2 to
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towit, whilft, either for their

Advantage and Gain, they ob

trude Falfhood and Errour for

Truth, and miniſter to People

corrupt, inſtead of wholfom,

Food; fo felling for Upright,

what is but Sophisticate and

Counterfeit ; or, whilft they in

their Adminiſtration, make the

true and holy Ordinances of

Jeſus Chriſt vendible, by fetting

theſe Spiritual Things to Sale.

First, The Guilt of Simony is

incurrd in the Adminiſtration

of the Spiritual Calling, and

that in an high meaſure ; when

thoſe who exerciſe that Calling,

do, for fome Temporal Advan-

tage, corrupt the SpiritualOrdi-

nances of the Gofpel, fetting

forth things Counterfeit forUp-

right, and Falfhood and Errour

for Truth and found Doctrine

And this Men do, either whilst

by preſent Profit, or expectation

offome futureGain,or by fearof

Difplea
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Difpleafure, or for conciliating

of Favour, or by hope of Pre-

ferment, their Tongues are brib-

ed to teach Complacencies, to

footh and flatter Men in their

Sins, to forbear Reproofs and

Cenſures, toſmother the Truth

and Counſel of God, to adapt

their Doctrine to humane Hu-

mours and Inclinations, and to

comply with Men in their Er-

rours or finful Courſes ; or,

whilft out of a fecret Defire of

Vain-Glory , or an ambitious

Deſign of fetting themſelves up

as theHeads ofSects, anddraw-

ingDiſciples after them, they

forge new and falſe Doctrines,

broach and vent Errours andHe-

refies, anddiffeminate their own

wild Fancies, filling the Heads

of People with corrupt Princi-

ples, which when they have

made them to drink in, by im-

poſingupon their weak and un--

waryUnderſtandings, they eaſie

D3 ly
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by betray their Affections, and

Profelyte them to their Party.

All which Practices are nothing

elſe but groſs Simony , whilit

they fell the Truth, and make

Merchandife of Souls ; whether

the Price be the prefent Profit,

orthe hope of future Gain, or

humaneFavour, or Fear, or Am-

bitious.Deſigns, or Vain-Glory;

for all theſe are the currentMo-

ney ofSimon.Magus. And of

fuch cheatingMercliants inthe

Church, theApostles have fuffi-

ciently warned us, giving them

their proper Characters. The

Apostle Paul ſpeaking of fuch,

Tit. 1. 10, calls themunruly and vainTalk-

ers, and Deceivers, ----- teaching

things which they ought not, for

filthy Lucre'sfake. Andhewarns

the Overfeers of the Church to

watch againſt ſuch, ſaying, Of

your own felves, shall Men arife,

Speaking perverse things, to draw

Act. 20.30,

31.

awayDisciplesafter them : there-

fore
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fore watch. And he gives aCa-

veat to all, to avoid fuch, as

Menthatferve not our LordJe-Rom.16%

Sus Christ, but their own Belly;17, 18.

and by good Words, and fair

Speeches , deceive the Hearts ofthe

Simple. And fo doth alfo the

Apoſtle Peter, warn against fuch,

faying, There shall befalfeTeach- 2 Pet. 2. F

ers among you, who privityshall3.

bring in damnable Herefies, &c.

And through covetonsness, shall

they with feigned Words make

Merchandise ofyou whoseJudg-

ment of a long time lingerethnot,

and their Damnation lumbereth

I not. And what Character the

Apoſtle Judegives of ſuch, may

be read in his Epistle at length.

And fuch Paftors under the

Goſpel, maybe well ranked in

5 the Predicament with those

Prophets under the Law, of

whom the Lord complains, that

they did pollute him amongst

bisPeople, for handfuls of Bar Ezek. 136-

ley,19, 22.D4
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ley, and for pieces ofBread, ----

by Lying, anil strengthning the

Hands of the Wicked ; and they

made his People to Err, pleaſing

Mic. 3.5. the Wicked, in crying Peaceto

them, and preparing War a-

gainſt thoſe thatput not intotheir

Mouths ; and with thoſe Priests

Mal.2.8,9. that corrupted the Covenant ofLe-

vi, ---- and were partial in the

Law. They maywell ( I fay)

be ranked in the Predicament

with theſe, ſince the likeness of

their ways declare them to be

Animalia ejusdem ſpeciei, Crea-

tures of the fame kind. But it

becomes all who would wish to

approve themſelves the faithful

Miniſters ofJeſus Chrift, to en-

tertain an abhorrency ofall fuch

corrupt Dealing, which either

humane Favour, or Gain, or

Glory, bribes Men to ; that ſo,

with the Teſtimony of a good

Confcience, they may be able

to ſay, both in the fight of
God
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God and Man, with the Bleſſed

Apostle Paul, We are not as ma- 2 Cor. 22

ny, which corrupt the Word of170

God; but as ofSincerity, but as

of God, in thefight ofGodSpeak

we in Christ. And our Exhorta- 1 Theff. 22

tionwas not ofDeceit, nor ofUn-3,4, 5.6

cleanness, nor in Guile; But as

we were allowed of God to be

put in trust with the Gospel, even

fowespeak ; not as pleasing Mens

but God, which tryeth ourHearts :

Forneither at any time used we

flattering Words, as ye know, nor

a Clouk of Covetousness, God is

witness : Nor of Menfought we

Glory w ploow.ogw

2dly, Not only arethoſe guil-

ty of Simony in their.Admini--

ſtration, who cheat People with

corrupt and counterfeit Ware

but thoſe alfo, who, pretending

to be the Paftors of Chrift's

Flock, ſet to Sale upright, and

true Spiritual Things, and Or

dinances ofthe Lord Jefus, com--

mitted
D.5

:
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mitted unto their Difpenfation,

making the free Gifts of God

vendible. And thus are they

guilty, who make use of the

Word of God, of the Sacra-

ments, of their Preaching, Ex-

hortations,Admonitions,Confo-

lations, Prayers, Benedictions,

andoftheActs ofDifcipline,Cen-

fures ofthe Church,or anyMatter

ofthe PastoralOffice,asthegain-

ful Commodities of their Shop;

fetting them forth, or shutting

them up, according as theymay

best contribute, either for their

Profit, or for theirPraife : For

not only doth he play the Si

moniack, who fells the Gofpel

for Money or real Bribes ; but

he alſo, who preacheth topur

chaſe to himselfApplaufe; and

the praife of Men: For thus,

his Praife is the price of his

Preaching; at which, whilſthe

aims, he preacheth not Chrift,

but
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but himself; and it may be, he

hath his Reward ; but he ſhall

come ſhort of that Reward.

whichhe nowenjoys, who faid,

We preach not our felves, but. 2.Cor. 4. 5

-Christ Jesus the Lord: Nor can

thoſe Paftors , who for their

Gain, bafely make Merchandiſe

of thoſe SpiritualThings com-

mitted to their Diſpenſation,

expect that Reward of the

Crown ofGlory, fromthe Hands

of the chief Shepherd, whilft,

in order to the obtaining there--

of, they difcharge not theirDu-

tyupon the right Principle, nor

according to that Rule prefcrib---

ed by the holy Apostle Peter,

faying, Feed the Flock ofGod1 Pet. 5.22

which is among you, taking the

overfight thereof, not by constraint,

but willingly; notfor filthy Luere,

but of a ready mind.. Where-

fore, whosoever have their Lu

cre in their Eye, in the Admi-

niſtration ofthe MinifterialOf--

1

fice,,
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fice, and limit their Labours to

the expectation of their world-

ly Gain, are juſtly to be repu-

ted Mercenary, and Simoniacal

Perfons. And therefore, many

Councils have ſtrictly inhibited.

and condemn'd fuch Merchan-

dife : That Council holden in

Trullus of Constantinople, called

Quini-fextum, hath a particular

Canon to this purpoſe ; where-

in (besides other Words,) it is

Gen. 23. faid, Si quis eorum, &c. Ifa-

' ny of the Clergy be found

'to exact any kindofPrice from.

'him to whom he imparts the

Holy Communion, let him be

• Depoſed, as an imitator of the

Errour and Wickedness of Si-

'mon. And that Council of

Rhemes, under Leo the Ninth,

forbids, under the pain of an

Anathema, Ne quis pro Sepultu-

ra aal, Oc. That none ſhould,

' exact any thing for Burial, or

' for Baptifm, or for the Eucha-

'rift,
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Filt, or for visiting of the Sick.

And not only by theſe, butby

ſeveral other Councils, and Sen-

tences of the Canon Law, the

fame is condemn'd, which like-

wiſe decrees it as Simony, Pretio, Decretal

vel Favore, &c...

' Favour, to concealwhat.ſhouldCap.149

'bebrought topublick Penance;

' or, to reconcile to the Church

'( or Abfolve) an impenitent

'Perſon; or, to remove from

'Reconciliation (orAbſolution)

'aPerſon truly penitent. And,

-againſt ſuch Merchandise in the

Adminiſtration of Spiritual.

Things, (befides Canonifts and

School-men,) the whole Stream

ofall the Antients, which ever

I did read, where they fallup-

on this Subject, do clearly run

condemning ſuch Paftors, and

comparing them to Gehazi and

SimonMagus; becauſe, for theſe

free SpiritualGifts ofGod, they

furreptitioufly take a Price, as

ForPrice Greg. 9.
orDeSim..

Gehazi

1

یف
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Gehazidid, and account them

Matters which may be bought

and fold for Money, as did Si-

mon ; and therefore againſt ſuch,

have commonly made uſe of

thofe Words of our Saviour to

hisDifciples, when he fentthem

forth upon the Work of the

Miniſtery, Gratis accepiftis, gratis

Matth. 10. date ; Freely ye have received,

freelygive.

8.

Which Words are notwith-

ſtanding cautioufly and rightly

to be understood, and not as

ſome Sacrilegious Tongues and

Pens ofperverſeMen(towhom,

what is allotted for the Main-

tainance of the Goſpel, is an

eye-fore; ) have perverted the

fenſe thereof, to the prejudice

of all Ecclefiaftical Benefices,

and with adeſign (fo far as in

them lyes, ) to rob the Church

and. Paftors ofwhat theChari-

ty of devout Perſons hath mor-

tified, or what the Munificence

of
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ofpious Princes hath by their

Laws allowed, orwhat in juſtice

is due, for the accommodation

and livelihood of the Labour-

ers in the Vineyard ofthe Lord.

- Which, whilft their covetous

Hearts are panting after, that

theymay flatter their own Con-

- fciences into a liberty toinvade

the fame, and caſt ſome cloak

upon their Sin, they impudent-

ly cry out against the Paftors,

reproaching them as mercenary

PriestsandHirelings,whopreach

theGospel for Money, and fell

the Gifts ofGod, which they

ſhould freely give, according as

Chrift gave Command to his

Diſciples. Sodo they reproach

- every onewho enjoys any Sti

pendfor his Service in the Mi-

niſtery.

Forthe ſtoppingoftheMouths

oftheſe crokingVultures, (who

- would rapacioufly devour the

-Food ofthe Altar, and ſtripthe

Church
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Church of her Patrimony ;)

ſhall not ſay with ſome, That

theſe Words of our Saviour do

relate, not to the preaching of

the Gofpel, but to thoſe Gifts

ofworking Miracles, wherewith

he fent forth his Diſciples endu-

ed, for the Confirmationoftheir

Preaching ; nor that theſe

Words were intended only for

theApoſtles, and not for the or

dinary Minifters ofthe Church.

(Although indeed, the difference

be confiderable betwixt extraor

dinary Perſons, who have by

an immediate, Act of Divine Inad

ſpiration, received a fupernatu

ral Faculty ofdifpenfing the Spi-

ritual Things of the Holy Cal

ling, and thoſe ordinaryPerfons,

whoby Study andInduſtry,have

acquir'd Abilities to fit them, and

must be at affiduous pains to fur-

niſh themſelves for the Diſpens

ſation thereof.) But that our

Saviour never intended,by theſe

Words,
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2

Words, to ftrip either the extra-

ordinary or ordinary Paftors of

his Church, of the expectation

of due Maintainance for their

Labours, is evident to any Eye,

in which there is not fomeBeam

of Prejudice : For, as at the

giving of their Commiffion for

the Diſpenſation oftheſe Divine:

Gifts, he faid, Freelyye have re-

ceived, freely give ; fo immedi

ately ( diffuading them from

care to provide for themſelves,)

he ſays, The Workman is worthy Matth. 10-

ofhisMeat. And fo faid he to10.

the ſeventy Diſciples alſo, TheLuke 10. 7-

Labourer is worthy of his Hire.

So that the Lord Jeſus would

not have them ſuppoſe, that he

had ſpoken to debar them from

due Maintainanceat their hands,

towhom they were to Preach

the Goſpel, but rather allowed

them to expect the fame. And

ſo affirmeth the Apostle Paul,

(who much better understood
his
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his meaning, than all theſe pre-

judicateGloffers:) For, 1 Cor.

9. pleading inbehalfoftheMi-

nifters of the Gofpel, after he

bath ſhewed, that they have as

good a right to theirMaintain-

ance, as a Soldier in the War

hath to his Wages, as the Plan-

ter of aVineyard hath to the

Fruits thereof, and as he that

feeds a Flock, toeat oftheMilk;

declaring ittobenogreat matter,

toreap carnal Things at their

hands, towhom they fow fpi-

ritual Things ; and having urg-

ed, thatbyas good right theMi-

niftersofthe Gofpel thouldhave

their Maintainance thereby, as

thoſe under the Law, who mi-

niftredaboutHoly Things, did

livebytheThings of the Tem-

ple andAltar ; (and how libe-

ral aMaintainance thatwas, he

underſtands little of the Jewish

Law, who knows not:) He

then pleadeth our Saviour'sAu

thority,
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thority, for confirmation there-

of, laying, Evenfo bath the Lord 1 Cor. 9.

ordained, that they which preach 14.

the Gofpet, should live oftheGo-

Spek. And therefore alfo doth

the fame Apostle fay, Let himGal. 6. 6-

that is taught in the Word, com-

municate unto him that teacbeth

bim, in all good things. Anda-

gain, Let the Elders that rule 1 Tim. 5.

well,be counted worthy ofdouble 17, 18.

Honour, especially, they who la
bour in the Word and Doctrine :

For the Scripture faith, Thoushalt

not muzzle the Ox that treadeth

out the Corn ; and, The Labourer

is worthy ofhis Reward. Sothat,

whenour Saviour faid, Freely

ye have received, freelygive ; it

wasnothingof his Intention to

debar the Labourers in the Go-

fpel, towhom he had committed

the Difpenfation of Spiritual

Things, from their Maintain-

ance; but, that they ſhould not

makeMerchandise of theſe Spi-

ritual
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ritual Things, nor fet them to

Sale, as Matters that might be

boughtor fold ; but ſhoulddif-

penſe them as the free Gifts of

God, to which no Money nor

Temporal Thing can be a Price

proportionable ; which is no-

thing inconfiftent with their re-

ceiving, and enjoying a fuffici-

ent Maintainance and Liveli-

hood by their Labours ; and

which to require, is neitherSi-

mony nor Sin. Forit is received,

(as it is faid in the Schools,)

Non tanquam merces operis, fed

ut stipendium laborantis ; non

tanquam pretium Spiritualium,fed

utSustentationis stipendium necef-

farium : NotastheReward of

'the Work, but as the wages of

' the Worker ; not as the Price

' of Spiritual Things, but as the

neceffary Stipend for his Su-

'ſtentation thatdiſpenſeth them.
Lib. De And therefore ſaysAugustine,Ac-

cipient fuftentationem neceffitatis &

paft.cap.2.

populos
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C

populo, mercedem Difpenfationis

àDomino : They ſhall receive

'their neceſſarySuftentation from

' the People, but the Reward of

' their Diſpenſation from the

'Lord. 上

Thus it is evident, that the

Paftors of the Church are not

tobe reputed Hirelings, or Simo-

niacal Merchants of Spiritual

Things, upon the account of

the requiring and exacting of

their Stipends, and the Fruits

oftheir Benefices due from the

People for their Maintainance;

iffo be the Benefice be not the

end they aimat, and theirTem-

poral Commodity the deſign

oftheir Labours ; but that they

feed theFlock for love toChriſt,

and not for filthy Lucre, not

makingthe Matters oftheirCal-

ling, the fubject ofTransactions

for worldlyGain ; which,who-

ſodoth, deals as anHireling in-

deed: For the Paſtoral Office,

is
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iscalled,A Warfare ; andas it is in

theſecularWarfare,ſo is it in the

caſe of the Church Militant:

There be many Soldiers in the

War ; alt have their Wages:

But, in fome, thedeſignoftheir

Service is, the Safety of their

Country ; in others, the deſign

is, only their ownGain; and

upon this account,they liftthem-

ſelves in the War : Theyboth

require, they both exact, they

both receive their Wages ; yet,

he who deſigns his Service for

the preſervation of his Coun-

trey, is not to be reputed a mer-

cenary Soldier, becauſe he ha-

zards himself, not for his Wages,

but for his Countrey, howfo-

ever he do require his Wages as

well as the other, that thereby

he may be ſuſtain'd to attendhis

Duty: But the other is to be

accounted Mercenary, becauſe

the deſign ofhis Service, is not

theCountrey'sgood, buthis own

gain;
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gain ; and he hazards his Life

only for his Money : So, in the

Church, the Minifters oftheGo-

ſpeldo all require, and receive

Wages and Maintainance ; but

it may be, all deſign not the

ſame thing: He, whoſe deſign

is the Glory ofGod, and the

feeding of the Flock, may law-

fully require his Stipend, and

the due Fruits of his Benefice ;

nay, ( as Aquinas ſays rightly,)

he mayexact the fame,A nolen- Thom.224.

tibus,& valentibusfolvere ; ' from qu. 100.

thoſe who are able topay,even
6

though they be unwilling :

For he exacts but what is his

own, and what others have nei-

ther juſt Title to, nor can law-

fully poffefs; yet is he not to

be reputed mercenary for all

that, becauſe the end of hisLa-

bours is not theſe things, but

Of the Edification of the Church ;

and only he requires his Wages,

or Stipend, as the matter ofhis

Art. 3.

Main-
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Maintainance, thathemayattend

withoutDiſtraction,to theDuties

ofhis Calling. But he, whoſe

deſign is Gain, and not theGlo-

ry of God, nor Edification of

Souls ; but only exerciſeth the

Office, that he may havethe

Benefice, is the mercenary Man

that makes Merchandiſe of his

Homil. 14. Office. Mercenarius quippe eft

in Evang. (ſays Gregory, ) qui locum qui-

dem Pastoris tenet, Lucra antem

animarum nonquærit, fedterrenis

commodis inhiat : He truly is

' the mercenary Man, who holds

'indeed the place of a Paftor,

yet ſeeks not the benefit of

Souls, but gapes after earthly

'Commodities. And fo much

the more mercenary is he, if, be-

fides the Allowance ofthatMain-

tainance, which is ſet apart for

him, as a Steward in God's

Houſe, he make alſo his Advan-

tage of thoſe Spiritual Things

which are committed to his Di-

ſpenſation,
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penſation, and gives notto eve

ry one their Portion indue ſea-

fon, but limits it to the ſeaſons

and meafure of his Gain ; nor

dothdiſpenſe the Bread andWa-

ter of Life indifferently to all,

but keeps back, or lays out, im

pairs, oraugments the Portionof

the Children, according to the

expectation of either theBenefit

orFavour he may reap thereby

Such a one, is indeed but abafe

Simoniacal Pedler, makingMer

chandise of the Gifts of God.

Butſuch is not he, who requires

but his Allowance of theſe due

Accommodations which the di-

ligent Attendance to his Duties

call for, wherein he exerciſeth

himselfwithout any baſe deſign,

giving unto every one their por-

tion in due ſeaſon ; nay, this

isthe faithful and wife Steward;Luke ras

andbleſſed ſhall he be, when at42, 43

the coming ofhis Lord, he ſhall

be found fo doing.

E CHAP
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CHAP. IV.

Of the bainousness ofthe Sin

of Simony.

F the hainouſneſs and impie-

ty ofthis Sin ofSimonywere

ferioufly confidered, it could

mot but beget a perfect detefta-

tion and abhorrency thereof, in

the Heart of any true Chriſtian

Wherefore,having ſhewed what

Simony is, and the ſeveral ways

whereby the Guilt thereof may

be incurr'd ; I proceed now to

fet it forth in its own Colours

and to ſhew, how great and

hainous a Crime it is. And this

I hope to make appear, by Ar-

guments of goodand folid Rea-

fon; from the grievous Chara-

Cters put upon it, and Evidences

of God's Wrath againſt it, fet

down
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ownby theHoly Ghoſt in the

criptures ; and from the Senti-

nents the Holy Fathers and

Church ofChriſt have hadthere-

f, and Cenſures theyhavejudg-

1 it lyable to.

First, How great and hainous

fin Simony is, may appear by

nefe Reaſons following

1st, Becauſe Simony is a kind

f Theft, and that of an high

ature. We juſtly account him

Thief, who, being a Steward,

ndput in truſt with his Lord's

ubſtance, giving charge to di-

benſe the fame for the Provifion

nd Maintainance of his Houf-

old, and Authority freely to

il all the placesof Office in the

amily with worthy and faith-

alFellow-fervants; ifhe should

>abuſe this Power and Truft,

seitherto embezzle his Maſter's

Foods, or convert them to his

wnuſe, by ſelling of Offices,

nd putting Men in charge for

Bribes,E2
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Bribes, without confiderationo

their Worth and Fidelity, and

bymaking Merchandiſe of hi

Maſter'sWealth for his own pr

vateGain ; we juſtly (I ſay,

account ſucha one a Thief, an

guiltyofaTheft ofthe highe

nature, as being Fur in Offici

A Thief in his Office andCa

ling, betraying his Trust, an

felling away, as his own th

whereofhe is not the Lord,

Owner, but the Steward ;na

asenfnaringothers alſo into t

guilt ofhis Crime, by maki

asmany Thieves as he hath R

ceivers ofhisTheft. Now fu

Thieves are Simoniacal Perfo

who fell andmake Merchand

of Spiritual Things, which =

"not the proper fubjetts of B

ring or Selling, but the freeG

ofGod, whereofthey are

Lords, but Stewards, to wh

the free Diſpenſation of th

things is, committed , and
:

wh
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hom it is required, that they be 1 Cor. 4-

undfaithful. And, ifthatfly- 20

g Roll of the Curfe ( as the

ord ofHosts hath faid by the

rophet, ) shall enter into the Zech. 5. 4.

Touse ofthe Thief, ---- and hall

msum it, with the Timber there-

f, and the Stones thereof. Their

louſes, I'm ſure, are in a totter-

ng ſtate, who are guilty ofthis

imoniacal Theft, of making

Merchandise of the Offices of

God'sHouſe, andconvertingthe

piritual Things committed to

heirTruſt, totheir ownprivate

Gain; whereby, they are not

only Thieves, but murthering

Thieves, whilst by fuch Mer-

chandiſe theymakeMerchandiſe

alfooftheBlood of Souls. And

fomuchthe greater is theirDan-

ger, as the Matters are Sacred

which theythus embezzle ; and

in fo much as that Lord to

whom they betray their Truſt,

E3
is
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isnotMan, but thatGodwhois

Heb.12.29. a confuming Fire.

adly, By Simony Men incur

thehainous guilt ofgreat Ingra-

titude, and contempt ofGod, in

ſetting his Spiritual Gifts at a

low rate. If fome great Prince

or Royal Perſon, ſhould fall in

love with the Daughter of a

Beggar, and ſhould bestow up-

on her fome richJewels, as the

Pledges andTokens ofhis love.

and fuch Gifts as might raiſe

her to, and fupport her, and

fuch Servants as were requiſite

for her Attendance, in a gran-

deur ſuitable for a Perſon o

fuchhigh Pretenfions, asthe Mi-

ſtreſs, or futureSpoufe ofa King

and then this Woman ſhould

eſteem ſo lightofallthoſeJew-

els andGifts, as out of a baſe

covetouſneſs to fell them

of, out of fome carnal Re-

ſpect , to throw them away

upor
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as

apon fome bafe Relatives, or

Lewd Paramours , or Favou-

rites of her own ; might she

mot juſtly bear the Character

ofaPerſon of monftrous Ingra-

titude, and foolishly to havecon-

temned fuch a Royal Lover, in

prizing ſo lightly all his Pre-

fents ? Anddid thenot deferve

tobe caft off with diſgrace,

oneunworthyever forthe future,

to pretend to any Intereft in

him ? Now, ſuch is the Deal-

ing of theſe Simoniacal Perfons

with Jeſus Chriſt : This great

King ofGlory, out ofhis tranf-

cendent Love, hathcome down

from the Throne ofHeaven, to

purchase fus, an Off-fpring of

Beggars, and Mushrooms of the

Dunghill,tobe hisRoyalSpouſe;

and for preparing and fittingus

for our eternal Marriage with

him, hathbeſtowed upon us (as

Pledges ofhis Love, ) the Cele-

ſtial Jewels of theſe free Spiri-

E4 tual
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ritualGifts, wherewithhe hath

Iph. 4. 12. endowed his Church, for the per-

fecting ofthe Saints, for theWork

oftheMinistery,for the edifying of

the Body of Christ. Wherefore,

thofe who fell away theſe in-

eftimableGifts, oranywaypro-

ſtitute themto Merchandise for

any Temporal Thing in ex-

change, are guilty ofmosthigh

Ingratitude, and ofhainous con-

temptofJefus. Chrift, as under-

valuing the PledgesofhisLove,

andſetting them ata more dif-

proportionable rate, than isbe-

twixt the ſmallest Farthing and

the moſtpretious Jewel that the

richeſt Mines of this World can

yield; and therefore, deferve to

forfeit his Love, whoſe Gifts

they have ſet ſo light by

3dly, Is it not anhainous Of

ſence, and fearful fin, to give

occafion of Blafphemy againft

God, and of bringing up an

evil Report upon his Church?

That
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of

That it is ſo, we may easilycon-

clude from the ſevere Anger of

God against David upon this

account, 2 Sam. 12. Because be 2Sam. 12.

had given great occafion to the14

Enemies of the Lordtoblafpheme.

And fo indeed do they who

practiſe Simony, and make Mer-

chandiſe of Spiritual Things,

give occaſion of blafpheming

God, and of reproaching him

Partiality, as if he hadmore

refpect to the Rich, as more car

pable of his Gifts and Graces,

than the poor ; and, as if his

Church were a Shop, orWare-

houſe, where they ſpeed beſt,.

who have moſt Money. Andi

how, alas ! doth it open the

many, when they

fee, theſe,Sacred Things difpen--

ſed to the rich, whereof the

poor are depriv'd because of

their Penury ; and, Bribes,ma--

king an eafie,Paffage for fome:

into the Church, whilft the

Mouths of

E5
doorss
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doors are ſhut against thoſe that

want Money; and Wealth, and

not worth the Argument of

Promotion to Spiritual Offices ?

***How doth it (I fay ) openthe

Mouths ofmany, to cry out in

the Words of that old Satyr:

Cuncta venalia nobis,

Templa, Sacerdotes, Altaria, Sa-

All things areto be folda-

mongst us, Churches, Priefts,

Altars, Holy Things,&c. and
what not

And whether itbe a light thing

to give fuch occafion of Re-

proach against God and his

Church, thoſe who do fo, wil

find inthedayof their Reckon

doubly, It is no ſmallfin toex

poſeSacredandSpiritual Thing

to contempt, and to give occa
fion to have them vilified and

21000

deſpiſed
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deſpiſed as Matters of little

worth. It was upon thisaccount

that it was ſaid of Hophni and

Phinehas, that the Sin of the 1 Sam. 2...

Young Men was very great be-17.

fore the Lord ; because they

gave occafion for Men toabhor,

and fet light by the Offering of

the Lord. Andſo do they,who

by their Simoniacal Bargains,

make Merchandife of Spiritual

Things : For they give fuch

Scandal by fetting theſe things .

to Sale, as makes the multitude

havethem inthe leſs eſteem,and

toaccount them no moreworth

than the Price that is laid out

for them, or the viſible Benefit

that is reapedbythem, and lefs

worth than theſe Temporal

Things which ſtand them at a

dearer rate ; nay, and in end, ..

altogether to contemn and de--

fpife them, reckoning them as

Matters ofno moment, but on-

ly as Artifices of Gain andAd-

vantage-

1
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vantage to Spiritual Pedlers.

And whilft they give ſuch Scan-

daland occafion of.Offence,how

they ſhalleſcape that Woe,which

the Lord Jeſus hath denounced

Luke 17.1. against thoſe by whom Offences

come, Ifeenot.

Secondly, The hainouſneſs of

this. Sin.may appear from the

grievous Characters andEviden-

ces ofGod's Indignation againft

it, whichhe gives in the Scrip

tures. Let us but again reflect

upon the Words ofthe. Apoſtle:

Peter unto Simon Magus, that.

first Parent of this. Sin in the

ChriſtianChurch; andupon the

account thereof,we findhegives

fuch a. Character, of him, as

might affright any Chriſtian

from following his footsteps

Aft.8721. therein, whilft he tells him,Thy

Heart is not right in the fight of

Ver 235 God . And, Thawart in theGall

of Bitterness, and, in the Bond

of Iniquity : Andthat his, Sin
was
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was, ſuch, as that he could but

doubtfully promiſe to himſelf

pardon thereof, in that he ſays,

Repent therefore of this thyWick-Ver . 22.

edness, and prayGod, ifperhaps

the Thought ofthine Heart may be

forgiven thee. And,in allourSa-

viour's Life, we read not that e-

ver he took the Rod in his.

- hand, but when he was to ex-

preſs,his Indignation againstthis

Sin, and his zeal for the Puri-

ty ofhis Church ,and thenwe

find in theGoſpel, thathemade

a Scourge of ſmall Cords, and

drove therewith the Buyers and Matth. 21

Sellers out ofthe Temple, and 12.

overthrew the Tables of the

Money-changers, and the Seats of

themthat bought andfoldDoves : Joh. 2. 15-

Thereby, intimating, with what

Wrath he would, fet his Face

against those who would in his

Church make Merchandise of

Spiritual Things. And what

Character he gives of ſuch, we

1

may
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13.

may read in his Words, ſaying,

Marth. 21. It is written, My House shall be

called, The House of Prayer, but

ye have made it a Den ofThieves.

Andwhofo lifts to read the An-

tients, who have Commented

upon thefe Words, or written

upon this Subject, ſhall find them

applying theſe Words of the

Goſpel to this purpoſe, and ex-

pounding it to have been the

deſign of our Saviour, by that

Act, to intimate, with whatdif-

pleaſure hewouldhave theBuy-

ers and Sellers of Spiritual

Things driven out ofhis Chureh.

But let us alfo look back, and

fee under the Old Testament,

what Evidences of his Wrath

God hath given againſt ſuch
Perfons. And there we find,

Numb. 22. That when Balaam wouldhave

made Merchandise of his Pro-

phetical Gift, and would have

fold the Exercise thereof for

Money and Promotion, God
YOD

was
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was ſo incenfed against him,

that he fent an Angel with a

drawn Sword against him in

the way, and made the Afs he

rode upon reprove his Folly.

We find alſo, how God's An-

ger was expreſſed against Ge-2Kings 5-

hazi, upon this account, who

would needs take Money and

Rewards from Naaman, for the

miraculous Cure wrought upon

him, which his Maſter Elisha

had refuſed to receive for the

Difpenfation of that Gift of

God, who therefore made the

Leprofie of Naaman the Syrian

cleave unto Gehazi, and from

him to bepropagate to his Seed,

whom the Lord would fet up

as Monuments of his Difplea-

fure, to warn others of the

danger of making Merchandise

ofthe free Gifts ofGod, or of

uſing them as means of disho

neſt Gain. I might bring alſo

divers Paſſages from the Pro-

phets
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phets to this purpoſe; but I

think, theſe already mentioned

may be ſufficient to ſhew, how

hainous a fin Simony is in the

fight ofGod, who will nothave

Men to ſerve themſelves and

their worldly Ends of him and

his Bleſſed Spirit.

Thirdly, The hainouſneſs of

this ſinmayappearalſo fromthis,

That the Holy Men ofGod and

Church of Chriſt, have always

entertain'd grievous Sentiments

thereof, and have judg'd it a

Crime lyable to the ſevereſt

Cenſures and Punishments. It

were an infinite Work, to bring

the manifold Teftimonies ofthe

ſeveral Fathers and Church-men,

whereby they have expreffed

their abhorrency of this Sin,

and-given ſuch black Characters

thereof, as they have not only

called the Practiſers and Trans

actors in this execrable Merchan

dife, the Diſciples ofBalaam,

Gebazi,
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Gehazi, and SimonMagus: But,

fome have fet it forth as more

hainous than the Hereſie ofMa-

cedonius, inregard that theMa-

cedonians fuppofing the Holy

Ghost a Creature, made him

only aServant to God. Butthe

Simoniacks, acknowledging the

HolyGhaft tobeGod, yet make

hima Servant to themselves, and

to their own covetous of am-

bitious Deſigns ; nay, as their

very Slave, they buy, and fell,

and make Merchandise of him.

And fome again have parallel'd

it with the Treachery ofJudas

in regard, that as he fold and

made Merchandife of Jesus

Chrift the Son ofGod, fo do

they of the Holy Ghost, the

Spirit ofGod. But Idefire nei

ther to be at the pains to fet

down in writing, nor to put o

thers to the pains to read the

ſeveralPaſſages in their Works,

Commentaries, Epiſtles andHor

milies,

ン
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milies, wherein they paint it

forth as a Sin of the deepest

Dye : The multiplicity where-

of would make this Treatiſe

fwell to a greater Bulk than I

deſign. But having given this

ſhort hint, I fhall proceed rather

to ſhew, how, by the Judgment

ofthe Catholick Church, and

joint Suffrages ofmany Fathers

together, Simonyhath been ac-

counted aCrime deferving, and

Laws and Canons have been

made for inflicting the highest

Cenfures upon Perſons guilty

thereof; who,according to their

different Qualities, (whether

Ecclefiafticks or Laicks, ) have

been decreed lyable to Depofi-

tion, or Excommunication, and

to be ſtigmatiz'd and branded

with a mark of Infamy.

Let us then look firſt upon

theſe, commonly called, The Ca-

nons oftheApostles ; (which, of

how fmallAuthorityſoeverthey

may
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may seem to be, in regard of

their ſuppoſititious Title ; yet

may, in regard of their Antiqui-

ty, claim ſome Veneration.)

Andthus against Simony do they

decree ; Si quis Epifcopus, aut Can. 30.

Presbyter, aut Diaconus,&c. If

' any Biſhop, or Presbyter, or

'Deacon, obtain this Dignity

'by the help of Money, let

'him be Depofed; as likewife,

'hewho gave him Ordination,

'andbefeparated fromthe Com-

'munion, as Simon Magus was

'by Peter. More alſo I might

thence cite, but I proceed to

what is ofmore certain Autho-

rity.

Let us look upon the Sen-

tence of that famous General

Council of Chalcedon, pronoun-

cedby the joint confent of Six

hundred and thirty Bishops ;

and the e we find, Si

copus per pecunias, &c.

quis Epij-

If any

'Biſhop for Money, or for the

Con.20

filthy
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• filthy benefit ofLucre, Ordain

' either Biſhop, or Presbyter, or

Deacon, or any oftheſe who

' are numbered amongst the

Clergy, he ſhall undergo the

' danger, (or punishment,) of

*the loſs of his own Degree.

'Andhe who is Ordained, ſhall

* reap no benefit by his Ordi-

'nation, but let him be driven

*from that Dignity which he

•hath acquir'd byMoney. And

' ifanyMan interpoſe, as aMe-

'diator, in ſuch vile and wick-

' edBargains ; ifhe be aClergy-

*man, let him be turned off

' from that Degree which he

' holds ; but if he be a Laick

' Perſon, or Monk, Anathemati-

zetur, let him be Excommuni-

'cate.

6

Behold alſo, what the Second

Council of Bracar ſays; Ne

aliquopretio gratia Dei, &c. ' Let

' not the Grace ofGod and Im-

'poſition ofHands be fold for

' any
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any Price, becauſe the Antient

-Sentence of the Fathers have

' defin'd, ſaying, Anathema Dan-

' ti, AnathemaAccipienti : Cur-

'ſed be the Giver, Curſed be

•the Receiver.

Behold alſo the Sentence of

the Eighth Council of Toledo;

Decernentes omnino, &c. ' We Art. 3.

* altogether decree, That if any

henceforth be discovered to

* have offered any Gift for at-

taining the Dignity of the

• Priesthood, from thenceforth

• let him know himself to be

•condemn'd with the Reproach

• of Anathema, ( or a Curfe,)

'and to be ſeparated from the

•Communion of the Body and

' Blood ofChriſt, &c. Andtheſe,

'who upon this account have

' received Bribes, if they be

Clergy-men, let them be pu-

' niſhed with the lofs of that

Honour; but if Laicks, let

<thembe condemned intoa per-

' petual
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' petual Curſe, or Excommuni

'cation.

I coud cite more Acts and Ca-

nons oflater Times, whereby it

is evident, That notwithſtand-

ing of the growing Corruptions

in the Church, yet against Si-

mony She hath ſtill in Her Do

trine, kept an Harmony with

the more ancient and purer

Times: But for theſe, the De-

crees and Sentences ofthe Canon-

Law may fufficiently ſerve ,

wherein we find theſe Determi-

Decret. nations : Sicut Simonia pestis,

Gregor. 9. c. As the Plague of Simony

Сар.6. ' is greater than other Diſeaſes;

' therefore how foon the Signs

thereof are made to appear by

'any Perſon, it is without de-

lay to be baniſh'd and driven

'out of the Church. And a-

DeSimon. again, Convictus de Simonia, &c.

'He that is convict of Simony,

' is to be Depoſed. The ſame

* is to be faid of him who is

'under

DeSimon.

Cap. 10.

6
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" under the Scandal or Defama-

'tion thereof, and cannot purge

' himſelf. And again, Si con-Cap. 23.

tradicens, &c. If he who op-

'poſeth in an Election, be made

to forbear by Money, given

with the Will or Conſent of

'him who is Elected ; he who

is thus Elected or Chofen, is

'holden to Renounce. And

again, Tam ementes quam ven- Cap. 38.

dentes,&c. ' Both the Buyers

'and Sellers ofOffices, and of

the Adminiſtration ofSpiritu-

'alThings, are tobe condemn'd

' as Simoniacks, and thrust out of

the Church. Thus it may ap-

appear , That Simony in all

Ages ofthe Church, hath been

judged a moſt hainous Sin, and

to deſerve no leſs punishment

than Depoſition and Excommu-

nication.

Moreover, as if theſe were

ſcarce fufficient Cenfures for fuch

a Crime, they who ſhould be

found
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Can.4.

2.

found guilty thereof, have been

alſo judgedjudged to deſerve to be

ſtigmatiz'd with an indelible

Characterof Infamy. And there-

fore King Athalaricus, by his

Confirmation of the Edict of

the Marble Table, (contain'd in

that Letter which I have men-

tion'd before, ) decrees Simonia-

cal Perſons to be branded with

a Note of Infamy. And it is

Enacted in the Second Aurelian

Council, Si quis Sacerdotiumper

pecuniænundinum, &c. Ifany

*Man ſhould aſpire to the Prieft-

' hood by the Merchandise of

Money, that hebe thruſt away

as a Reprobate. And what

greater Infamy and Diſgracecan

be put upon any Man, than to

paſs under the Character of a

Reprobate? And it was decree'd

by that Lateran Council, under

Innocent the Second, Five hun-

dredand fortyYears ago ;(which

yet is,bynearhalfthe time, later

thanر
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6

than any I have formerly men-

tion'd. ) Ut emptor, venditor,

Oc. That the Buyer, the Sel-

' ler, and the Medler in theſe

' Simoniacal Transactions,thoud

'be daſhed with a Mark ofIn-

'famy.

Now let any ſeriousMan ſay,

Whether what hath been here

faid from Reafon, Scripture, and

Authority of the Church, be not

fufficient to make Simony to be

abhorred as a moſt hainous and

execrable Crime? Andwhether

it be not a moſt dangerous

Thing, to meddle with that

which is hateful to all good

Men, and whereuponGod hath

put ſuch Marks of his Difplea-
fure.

FCHAP

1
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CHAP. V.

Whether they are to be re

puted the Ministers of

Christ, who enter by Si

mony?

WHAT is herepropofed
Cafe upon theRe-

folution, whereofdependeth the

Satisfaction and Tranquility of

the Confcience, both of the

Prieft andPeople, ofthe Paftor

andofhis Flock, in reference to

their reſpective Concerns in the

Adminiſtration of the Ministe

rial Duties. For, whenhewho

by Simony hath procured anEn-

trance into the Sacred and Spi-

ritual Office, receives Ordinati

on, Collation, Inſtitution, and

is inveſted with the Charge of

aFlock, hePreacheth the Word,

Khe
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The Adminiſtrateth the Sacra

ments, he Exerciſeth the Power

ofthe Keys of the Kingdom of

Heaven, hebindeth, he looſeth,

and in a word, diſpenſeth all

things that belong to the Mi-

niftery. The People ſee hina

clothedwithOrders and Autho-

rity from the Church ; and fet

over them as their Paftor, from

whoſe Hands they are invited,

to expect thoſe Spiritual Benefits

which God hath promiſed to

convey to Souls by the Miniſte-

ty of the Gofpel, in thoſe Di-

vine Ordinances. Now, if he

be the lawful Minifter of Jeſus

Chriſt, all is fecure enough on

both hands ;he may confideatly

Exerciſe the Acts of the Evange-

lical Priesthood, and by a good

Title Adminifter the Sacred

Things belonging thereto; and

they may confidently promiſe

to themſelves, the gracious Ef-

fects of his Miniſtration. But

F2 if
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ifhe be not, then doth he but

boldly ufurp, and intrude him-

felf, and hath no right to Di

ſpenſe theſe Myſteries ; and

mayexpect as little Thanks from

Sam. 13.God for his medling, as Saul

12,13. had forprefumingupon aBurnt-

2 Chron. Offering ; and as Uzziah, for

26. 18, 19. attempting to offer Incenſe in

the Temple. Nor can thePeo-

ple derive any Spiritual Benefit

from his Miniſtery, who never

received what he pretends to

give, and whoſe Adminiſtrati-

ons can have no more Vertue

than the Exorcifms ofthe Son
Acts 19.

14, 15, 16. of Sceva.

For the Reſolution of thi

Doubt, it is ferioufly tobe con

fidered, What it is that confti

tutes a Man in the Minifteria

Office. And I lay it down as

fure Hypothesis, uncontroverte

amongit the Orthodox , Tha

Ordination ( according to th

Divine Rule ofEcclefiafticalO

conomy
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conomy,) is the ordinaryWay

and Means appointed by God,

for Conftituting of Men in any

Degree of the Sacred Hierarchy,

and for Confecrating them to

the Priestly Office in theChurch,

and making them the Ministers

ofChriſt and that thereby,

Authority and Power is con-

veyed upon the Perſon thus

Confecrated, of Dipenfing the

Mysteries of the Gofpel, and

Adminiſtring the Ordinances of

God. Wherefore, we mustcon-

fider, That in Ordination there

is a Divine Spiritual Power and

Authority, and there is a Mini-

ſterial Ecclefiaftical Seal. And,

howsoever this Power and Au-

thority be conveyed by the

hands ofMan, as the external

Agent and Inſtrument in con-

ferring the Ecclefiaftical Seal,

yettheſe external Rites of Or-

dination perform'd by Man, do

not give the Power, but are on-

1

F3 ly
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ly Declarative of that Spiritual

Power and Grace which is de-

riv'd from God alone, and

flows from the influence ofhis

Bleffed Spirit, as the Internal

and Principal Author and Effi-

cient, upon the Perſon call'd by

him thereto. And therefore,

Dionysius Areopagita ( orwholo

ever elſe is the Author of The

Ecclefiaftical Hierarchy,) ſays of

the Perſon that confers Orders,

That he is but Ἐκφαντορικός,

The Proclaimer, or, Declarer of

DeEcclef. the Divine Election ; •Who

'(ſays he, ) by his ownGift,

'doth not advance those who

' are Confecrated unto theHo-

'nour orPower ofEcclefiaftical

'Order: This he afcribes only

to God, whom he calls there

Τελετάρχου, The Prince ofCon-

Secration, or, chiefOrdainer ; and

pleads the Authority of Jeſus

Chrift, for afcribing thisPower

toGodalone, and his Holy Spi-

Hiera

CUP.

rit
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rit. Nor can it be rationally

fuppos'd to be otherwise ; for,

if a Spiritual Power be neceffa-

ry, (as is undeniable, ) to the

Miniſtration ofSpiritual and Sa-

cred Things, then this Power

can be derived from no other

Fountain than the Divine Spi-

rit: And therefore did our

Lord and Saviour, both by his

Words and Actions, intimate

the fame, toflow from himup-

on the Perfons of hisApostles,

whilſt at the giving of their

Commiſſion, hetoldthem, That

theAuthority and Powerwhich

he tranfmitted unto them, was

but an emanation ofthat Power

which he had received from a-

bove, ſaying,All Power is givenMatth.28.
unto me in Heaven and inEarth ;

goye therefore, and teach all Na-

tions,Baptizingthem in the Name

of the Father, and of the Son,

and ofthe Holy Ghost. And,AsJoh.20.21,

Sofend22,23.my Father bath sent me,

18,19-

E4 I



८. ( 128 )

Iyou : And when he hadfaid

this, he breathed on them, and

Saith unto them, Receive ye the

Holy Ghost : Whosefoever's Sins

ye remit, they are remitted unto

them ; and whoſeſoever's Sins ye

retain, they are retained. And

Acts 1. 8. telling them, Ye shall receive

Power, after that the Holy Ghost

is comeup onyou : And ye shall
+

be Witneſſes unto me, both in Je-

rusalem, and in all Judea, and

in Samaria, and unto the utter-

mostParts ofthe Earth : Where-

by he meaneth, That they have

boththe ἐξεσίαν, and the διναμιν,

both the Authority and the

Power of their Miniſtery from

the Holy Ghoſt. Andnot only

did our Saviour aſcribe this un-

to him, in the Perfons of theſe

extraordinary Minifters , whom

he immediately Ordained, and

fent forth ; but the Apostle Paul
afcribes it alſo to him in the

Perfons of the ordinary Paftors
of
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of the Church, who were Cal

led and Ordained mediately

by the Hands ofMen, ſaying

unto them, Take heed unto yourActs 20.28 .

Selves, and unto all the Flock,

over which the Holy Ghost hath

made you Overſeers.

Wherefore,fromſoclear Pre-

miſſes, we cannot but conclude;

That to a right and fufficient

Ordination, to conſtitute aMan

a true Minifter of Jesus Chrift,

and to endow him with a law-

fulMinifterial Power, theremuft

be with the external Inſtrument

a concurrence of the internal

Principal Efficient ; as it was in

theOut-fending ofBarnabas and

Saul, who received their Power

and Authority from God, and

the external Seal thereof from :

the Church ; the Holy Ghoft

gives the Command, and calls .

them, and their Brethren gaveActs 13.2

themImpofition ofHands. And3.

therefore, Ambrofe propoſeth the

F5 Queſtion,



( 130 )

Dignit. Sa-

cerdot.

Cilpa Sa

Lib. De Queſtion, Who gives the Gift

orGrace of Ordination ? And

he anſwered, Sine dubio, Des;

without doubt, God; Sed tamen

(fays he, ) perhominem dat De-

but notwithstanding, God

gives it by Man: Homo imponit

manus, Deus largitur gratiam :

Sacerdos imponit Supplicem dex-

tram &Deus benedicit poten-

i dextra : Man lays on the

Hands,God bestows theGrace:

The Priest lays on the right

Handof Prayer, andGodblef

feth with the right Hand of

Power. Andwithout this, the

external Seal Adminiſtred by the

Hands of Men, ſignifies no-

thing t

Hence then the Collection is

eafie, and the Conclufion evi

dent, That he who enters by

by Simony upon the SacredOf

Afice, is not to be reputed a truc

and lawful Minister of Jeſus

Chrift becauſe, though he

C

have
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lhave the external Seal from the

Hands ofMan, it is but infig-

nificant, in regard.he hath not

received the internal Grace from

theHandsofGod: For, whilft

he comes not thereto by any

Divine Call or Warrant, but in-

intrudes by Money and Bribes,

the Holy Ghoft gives not his

concurrence to confer the Spi-

ritual Power and. Authority :

And therefore offuch one, ſays.

Ambrofe, Per pecuniam acquifi-Ibid .

vit indebitum Ordinem, & De--

um perdidit in interiori homine :

By Money he hath acquir'd

"Orders he had no right to,

and he hath loft God in the

' inward Man. And he ſhews at

length, hownoGrace norGood

is conferr'd by fuch an Ordina--

tion. But, to put the Matter

quite out of doubt, we have

the: Teftimony of the Holy

Ghoft himself, witneffing, That

Simoniacal Perfons are not to be..

reckoned
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reckoned amongst the Minifters

of Chrift ; for behold, what

upon this account he faith by

Simon Peter to Simon Magus,

Afts 8. 21. Thou hast neither partonor lot

in this matter : And fo, neither

can his Difcipleshave any ſhare

in theMiniftery. And from out

ofthe number ofhis Minifters,

doth our Saviour himselfplain-

lyexclude thoſewho come in by

Windows, or Poſterns, or ob-

lique Paſſages ; and that under

a very bad Character, ſaying,

Joh. 10. 1. Verily, verily, Isay unto you, he

that entereth not in by the door,

into the Sheep-fold, but climbeth

up some other way, the fame is a

Thief, and a Robber. And

I'm fure, none dare ſay, That

they who climb up by the Lad-

der of Simony, do enter in by

the Door. Andwhat are they

to be reputed then ? Not the

true Paftors or Ministers of

Chrift, butThieves and Robbers

and
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and that juſtly fo, ſince they

imitate fuch in their way of

Entrance. And therefore have

the Canons of the Church been

veryſtrict, in debarring fuch

from the Miniſtery of Holy

Things ; becauſe they cannot

faywith the Apostle, I thank 1 Tim. 1.

Christ Jesus our Lord,
that

be bath counted me faithful, put-

ting me into the Ministery : For

Chrift,hath not put them in,

but they have thruſt in them-

ſelves, and ſo are no Minifters

ofhis.

The Cafe ſtanding thus, it

may give juſt occafion to en-

quire, What Effect then can

ſuch a one's Miniſtery have up-

on People ? For, feeing God,

who is the Fountain ofGrace,

hatlımade his Ordinances the

Channels andConduits, where-

by the Graces of his Spirit are

convey'd ; if theſe Ordinances

in the hand of fuch an Inſtru-

ſtrument,

12.
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{

ſtrument, ( who is not the

lawful Minister ofJeſus Chriſt,

towhoſe Ordination the Holy

Ghoſt hath notconcurred, nor

given any Power, Authority,

or Warrant to Adminiſter the

ſame; ) ſhall produce theſe Spi-

ritual Effects for which they

are deſign'd ; then is there no

great neceſſity of a diftinct Or-

der of fuch Perſons, as Priefts

or Miniſters in the Church, up-

onwhom People are todepend,

or wait for the Difpenfation of

theſe Sacred Mysteries, fince

they may reap the fame Fruits

and Effects thereoffrom hisMi-

niſtration who is no Miniſter

of Chrift: Andfo, they may

aswell wait for theſe Bleſſings

from the Performance of every

rude Artificer and bold Mecha

nick, who lifts to ſtep up in

tothe Pulpit, and dip his hand

in the Sacred Font, and ap-

proach to the HolyAltar, and

to
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a

to affume the Power of Ad-

miniſtring all the Holy Ordi-

nances oftheGoſpel, as wellas

from his Miniſterywho is Con-

fecrated, and fet apart thereto,

by the Rites of Ordinationand

Power ofthe HolyGhoſt. And,

upon the other hand, If the

Simoniacal Entrance of fuch

one, render his Ordination in-

effectual, ſo as his Adminiſtra-

tions ſhall have no Efficacy

for the production of thoſe

Graces and Bleflings for which

God, hath deſign'd the Mini-

ſtery of the Gofpel ; to what

pitiful ConditionandhardStraits

are the People, over whom he

is ſet, reducd unto upon his

account ! AndwhatScruples it

may breed in them, in reference

to his Adminiſtrations ; and

what Doubts it maymakethem

wrestle under, in reference to

their own Spiritual State and

Condition ; and what woful
Confe
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Apud

Cauf. 1 .

Conſequences may follow there-

upon, what confidering Man

may not easily apprehend !

If, for determining the Mat-

ter of this Enquiry, we will

take the Opinion of Gregory

theGreat ; he is veryconfident

in concluding the abſolute in-

effectiveness and invalidity of

ſuch a one's Miniſtery, ſaying,

Quicunque Sacros Ordines ven-

Gratian, dunt & emunt, Sacerdotes effe

Qu. I. non poffunt , Unde Scriptum eft,

Can. Qui- Anathema Danti, AnathemaAc-

•Whofoever fell

' and buy Holy Orders, cannot

be Priefts ; hence it is that

it's written, Cursedbe the Gi-

' ver, Cursed be the Receiver :
This is Simoniacal Herefie.

'How then, if they be a Curfe,

'and not Saints themſelves, can

they ſanctifie others ? And,

feeing they are not in the

'Body of Chrift, how can they

cunque Sa-

cros. cipienti, &c.

either deliver or receive his

'Body?
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' Body ? He who is Curſed,

how can he Blefs ? But how

far foever we may go along

withhim, as to the ineffective-

neſs of fuch a one's Miniſtra-

tion ; yet, in ſo faras he builds

the fame upon Arguments ,

whereby it would follow, That

the Efficacy of the Miniſtery

ſhould depend upon the Grace

or Sanctity of the Inſtrument,

we cannot comply with him

therein ; the Conſequence be-

ing dangerous, and ſuch asmay

ſeem to favour too much of

the Leaven of the Donatists,

Luciferians, and Apostolici, &c.

contrary to the received Do-

arine of the Catholick Church,

and refuted by ſeveral of the

Antients, as Augustine, Optatus

Milevitanus, Jerome, and many

others ; ſhewing, That it doth

notprejudice theIncreaſe, whe-

ther he that foweth, do it with

polluted or with pure hands,
if
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iffo be the Seed be good, and

the Soil be fertile, and the In-

fluence of the Clouds and Hea-

vens not restrained : And the

Houſemay receive Light by the

Taper which ſhines from an

earthen as well as from a gol-

den Candlefſtick. And if there

were no good to be reapedby

the Miniſtery of wicked Men,

but that the Miniſtrations of

unfanctified Perſons were alto-

gether ineffectual, Chriſt would

never have commandedPeople

Matth. 23. to hear the Scribes and Pha-

rifees ; nor would he have

Matth. 10. fent forth Judas amongst the

Twelve, to gather in the loft

Sheep of the House of Ifrael ;

of whofe Miniſtery we hear

no leſs Effects than of the

reft. Nay, he tells plainly, that

many Reprobates in the Great

Day, ſhall plead the Effects of

Matth. 7. their Miniſtery, saying, Lord,

Lord, have we not Prophefied in

thy

2,3.

5,6%

22, 23.
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15,18.

by Name, and in thy Name

ast out Devils, and in thy Name

Lone many wonderful Works ?

To whom he will fay, Depart

From me ye that work Iniquity.

And if the pravity of the In-

trument ſhould render theWork

neffectual, it ſhould have been

no matter of rejoicing to Pant, Philip..

that Chriſt was Preached by

fuch, who Preached him out

of Envy and Contention, and

not fincerely. But whilft he

lays, We have this Treasure in 2 Cor.4-7%

earthen Veffels , that the excel-

lency of the Power may be of

God, and not of us; he will

have us to understand, That

the Efficacy of the Goſpel de-

pends not upon the Inſtrument,

but upon the Author, who

can render a Bleſſing effectual

as well from theMouth ofBa-

laam, as from the Mouth of

Aaron; and can waſh a Soul

from Sin, as well by the Bap-

tifm
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tifm ofJudas, as of John : For

he may have gratiam gratis da-

tam, who hath notgratiam gra-

tum facientem ; he may be en-

dowed with the grace of Edi-

fication to fave others, who

hath not the grace of Sanctifi-

cation to ſave himself. But all

this while, we speak of thoſe

whom we fuppofe to have Au-

thority by a lawful Minister

to diſpenſe the Mysteries ofthe

Gofpel...

But the matter of our pre-

fent Enquiry, concerning the

Efficacy of his Miniſtrations

whoenters by Simony, proceeds

upon another Hypothesis ; towit,

That ſuch a one is not the

Minister of Jeſus Chriſt ; and

this being already prov'd, we

cannot but approve of Grego-

ry's Poſition, That Quicunque Sa-

cros Ordines vendunt & emunt,

Sacerdotes effe non poffunt :

Whosoever fell and buy Ho-

ly
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' ly Orders, cannot be Priests.

Andupon this ground we muft

proceed to Determine in this

Matter.

LNow, upon this account, it

hath not only been much que-

ſtion'd by fome, Whether any

Spiritual Bleſſing or Benefit can

be deriv'd from the Miniſtery

ofſuch ; but it hath been

confidently afferted, not only

by Gregory, but by many o-

thers, That the Miniſtrations

of fuch are altogether ineffe-

ctual, and can confer no good,

nor tranfmit any Spiritual

Grace orBleſſing. Whereupon,

Gratian hath adopted it amongſt

the Decrees of the Canon Law,

Gratia, fi non gratis datur, vel Cauf. 1.
Simo-Qu

1.

Can.Gra-accipitur, gratia non est :

-maci autem, &c. ' Grace, if ittia,&c. **

'be not freely given orreceived,

' is not Grace ; but Simonia-

' cal Perſons receive it not free-

- ' ly ; therefore, they receive not
'that

1
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16.

18,20.

*that Grace which principally

hath its Operation in Eccle-

* ſiaſtical Orders: (That is, The

Ministerial Grace, or Power ;)

' And if they do not receive

* it, they have it not ; and if

*theyhave it not, neither free-

ly, nor not freely, can they

give it unto any Man. And

it ſeems indeed to be afferted

upon good grounds : For,

First, If fuch Perfons (as is
ſhewed before, ) be not the

lawful Minifters of Jeſus Chriſt,

then have they no Title, nor

Right to diſpenſe the Ordinan-

ces of theGofpel, which Chrift

Matth. 19. hath intruſted only to his Mi-

Joh. 20.23. nifters, towhom alone he hath
2Cor.5. configned the Keys of the King-

dom of Heaven, and commit-

ted the Miniſtery of Reconci-

liation, as his Ambaſſadours, as

ſaystheApoftle : So thatwhen

they prefume to meddle with

theſe
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theſeHoly Mysteries, theydobut

facrilegioufly ufurp , without

Authority from God, and fo

dodiſpenſe them in vain, and

with an ineffective Hand ; the

bare external Seal of Ordinati-

onby the hands ofMan, with-

out the concurrence of theDi-

vine Power, being ofno force

to work theſe Effects, which

are the proper Emanations of

the Holy Ghost; ſo that their

Adminiſtrations canbe nomore

valid, than a Remiſſion to a

guilty Perſon from his Hand,

who had furreptitiouſly affix'd

the King's Seal thereto, and

without his Royal Conſent or

Authority, had ufurped the Of-

fice of an Herauld to proclaim

it. And therefore, it was not

a groundless Debate wherewith

the Church of Rome was trou-

bled for ſeveral Years, in the

time of Leo IX. Whether Or-

dinations conferr'd by ſuch Si-

moniacal
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Concil.

Tom. 3 .

p.2.

moniacal Ufurpers, were effe

Ctual? Or, Whether they ſhould

be Re-Ordain'd who had been

Ordain'd by them ? And how-

ſoever, Petrus Damiani wrote

his Book, call'd Gratiffimus, a-

gainst those who pleaded for

Re-Ordination : And Leo in

two ſeveral Councils at Rome,

allowed those who had been

Ordained by ſuch, to continue

in their Office, after the doing

of Forty days Penance ; yet,

this feems to have been but of

Indulgence, and to have pro-

ceeded rather from Neceffity

than Choice ; in reſpect of the

Tumult that was raiſed there-

about, and in regard that a

more ſtrict Courſe would have

occafion'd the Silencing of an

infinite number of the Clergy,

and the laying waſte ſuch a

multitude of Churches, as ma-

ny Territories ſhould have been

without the found ofthe Goſpel,

to
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to the great prejudice of the

Chriftian Religion ; as may ap-

pear by the fame Petrus Da

miani's Epiftle to Henry Arch-

Bishop ofRavenna. Andyet, I

think Leo did right, not toRe

ordain tliem; but rather, upon

their Repentance, to re-inveſt

them with better Authority in

the Exercife of their Office, fince

they had once received Orders,

how ineffective foever, through

the want of the Divine Con-

currence with aSimoniacal Or-

dainer ; yet, the Church ha-

vingby the external Seal ofOr-

dination, once inveſted ſuch a

one with an Ecclefiaftical Au

thority, to tranfmit the fame

unto others ; it had not been

convenient, that the Church

ſhould have call'd the Chara-

ter of her own Ordination in

queſtion: Neither needed they

who hadreceiv'd the fame from

the hand of fuch , but the

G

>

Church's

:
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Church's Approbation, for their

Adminiſtration ; anddevoutAd-

dreſſes to God, for the Power

of the Holy Ghoſt to render it

effectual. And therefore ſays

the Canon Law, Simoniacos non

Simoniace à Simoniacis Ordinatos,

mifericorditer per Manûs Impasi-

tuimus De- tionem, pro temporis neceffitate,

Apud

Grat.

Cauf. 1 .

Qu. I.

Can.Sta-

cret.

A

in officio concedimus permanere:

Those whom we account Si-

'moniacks, becauſe of their Or-

dinationbySimoniacalPerfons,

' but have not practifed Simony

' themſelves; we do, by the

' Impoſition ofHands, graciouf-

' ly give them leave to continue

' in their Office, through the ne-

' ceffity ofTime. Whereby it

appears, That it was not thought

fit to Re-ordain ſuch, but on-

lyconfirm their former Ordina-

tion by Impoſition of Hands,

without more Rites of Confe-

cration of new again.

Secondly,
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Secondly, Itbeing undeniable,

hat the whole Efficacy of the

Miniſtery depends upon God,

and that the Spiritual Effects

thereof flow wholly from that

Power wherewith he doth in-

low and inable Men to Admi-

iſter in the Mysteries of the

Gofpel, and from theConcourſe

of his Holy Spirit with them

herein ( For, The excellency 2 Cor.4.7

of the Power is ofGod, and not

fMan ; Neither is he that plant- 1 Cor. 3.7.

th any thing, neither be that

matereth any thing, but God that

iveth the Increase :) It will

henundoubtedly follow, That

he external Rites of Ordina-

ion can tranfmit no Ver-

ue or Efficacy intohis Miniſte-

ywho receives the fame with-

out the Call, and concurrence

of the Holy Ghoſt, and with-

ut any promife ofDivine In-

uence upon his Adminiſtrati-

ns. Now, that he who en-

G2 ters

→
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Joh. 10.

Acts 8.

ters by Simony upon the Paſto-

ral Office, is deftitute of theſe,

may be evident without much

arguing : For,whocan ſuppoſe

that he is Call'd of God, or

that theHolyGhoſt hath given

Authority to his Ordination,

who hath procur'd the fame by

finiſter means, fince our Saviour

hath told us, that fuch are but

Thieves and Robbers, who have

not entered inby himwho is the

Door ? Or, upon what War-

rant or Promiſe canhe ſtepout

to Officiate in that Function

in hope of any gracious Suc-

cefs, ofwhom the Holy Ghof

doth witneſs, That he hath nei

ther part, nor lot in this matter

and whom for his execrabl

Merchandise, the Lord woul

have ſcourged out of hisTem

ple ? And whereas, God hat

faid of fuch as do unwarranta

bly ufurp, and thrust themselve

upon ſuch an Imployment,with
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out his Commiſſion or Com-

mand, Isent them not, nor com- Jer. 23.32

manded them ; therefore they

shall not profit this People at all,

faith the Lord : What Fruit or

Effect then, what Bleffing or Be-

nefit, can be expected from his

hands, to whomGod hath gi-

venno Commiſſion,uponwhom

the Spirit ofGod hath notde-

ſcended in Ordination, and o-

ver whom he hovers not in

his Adminiſtrations, to render

them productive of theſe Gra-

ces which he hath deſign'd his

Ordinances to work by the Mi-

niſtery of the Goſpel ?
:

But what then fhall become

of the Flock, over which he is

fet?

To this I ſay, That truly I

look upon it as one ofthe ſad-

deſt Diſpenſations thatcanbe-

fall a People, to be given over

1

G3
to
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{

to the Charge of a Simoniacal

Perfon : For, ſince the Prieſt's

Miniſtery is the Inſtrument of

conveying alltheBleſſings which

are annexed to the Adminiſtra-

tion of the Evangelical Ordi-

nances, What can be thought,

but that God hath a Contro-

verſie with that People, whom

he gives up to the Conduct of

thoſe from whom they can de-

rive none of theſe Bleffings ?

But in this Cafe, as divers Per-

fons may in the fame Flock,

have different Perfuafions about

it ; ſo muſt we cautiouſly di-

ſtinguiſh and difference them,

according to their various Sen-

timents thereof. There maybe

fome, to whom the Simony of

fuch a Paftor is notorious and

and known, but reflected upon

by them with Grief and Re-

gret : There may be others

who know it, and yet do wil-

lingly comply with him : And

1

there
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there may alfo be many, who

are altogether ignorant thereof.

L

First, To those who know a

Paftor to have conveyed himſelf

in upon them by Simoniacal

Means, and are griev'd that

they ſhould be given over to

fuch a hopeless Miniſtery, I

fay, it highly concerns them,

- to ſearch into the Cauſe of

God's Controverfie with them ;

and it is like, they ſhall find it

tobe fuch as provoked God of

old, to give over his People

to the like Judgment, to the

feduction of falſe and treache-

rous Prophets, and ofcovetous

and careleſs, cruel and foolish

Shepherds and Watchmen ; to

wit, becaufe they deſpiſed his

Word, and were diſobedient

and rebellious to the Voice of

his faithful Meffengers ; as may and 3.6, 7,

appear from Micah, Zephaniah; 11.

- Zechariah, and others of the Zeph. 3.4

G4

Miç.2.6,11

Zech. 11.

Prophets. 16.
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Prophets. And it is no doubt,

People'scontempt of the Gof-

pel, and unfruitfulnefs under

the Labours of faithful Paſtors,

that provokes God to remove

fuch from them, and to give

them over to fuch Thieves, and

Robbers, and Hirelings, whofe

Miniſtery can do them nogood.

And therefore, the only coun-

fel I cangive to thofe in ſuch

a condition, is, ſeriously to re-

flect upon, and with Sorrow to

behumbled inthe fight ofGod

forthis Sin, and by ftrict Bonds

to devote themselves for the

future, to a greater love and

regard of the Goſpel, to a more

reverend eſteem of, and obedi-

ence unto faithful Minifters,

and to a better improvement

of the Means of Grace.

is the moſt hopeful Means and

Method I know, for a ſpeedy

removal ofthis Judgment, and

for rescuing them from that

This

Snare
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Snare whereinto theirSins have:

intangled them.

Secondly, As for thoſe to

whom this Simoniacal Entrance

of fuch a one into the Miniſte--

rial. Charge is known, and yet

by them a ready compliance

yielded unto him; not only

ſhall his Adminiſtrations prove

to ſuch ineffectual;butby their

confent and compliance there--

in, they involve themselves in

the guilt of his finful Practi-

ces, whilſt thus they have fel--

lowſhip with the unfruitful

work of Darkness, and feeing

his Spiritual Theft, do confent

unto him ; a Sin evidently con--

demned, botlı by the PfalmiſtPfal. 50%-

of Ifrael, and the Apostle of18

the Gentiles.. And upon this Eph. 5.

account , Aquinas concludes ,

That none ſhould Communi-

cate with him in the executis-

on of his Orders, nor accept

oft
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Art. 6.

6

of Ordination from his hand

who is known to be promoted

by Simony ; whilft he ſays,

Thom.224.Quod ille qui Simoniace recipit

Qu. 100. Sacrum Ordinem, &c. That

he who Simoniacally receives

' Holy Orders, he receives in-

• deed the Character of Order,

' in regard of the Efficacy of

' that Sacrament ; yet notwith-

ſtanding, he receives neither

' the Grace, nor the Execution

of that Order : And that,

becauſe he hath ſurreptitiouf-

ly, orby theft, taken the Cha-

' racter, or Seal, contrary to

' the Will of the Principal

' Lord ; and therefore, he ſtands

' juſtly Suſpended, both as to

•himself, to wit,That he do not

meddle with the Execution of

' his Order ; and as to others,

' to wit, That none Communi-

cate with him in the Execu-

' tion thereof. Nay farther,

Loco fup. he ſays, That Nec propter pra-
cit

ceptum

1.
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ceptum ejus, nec propter Excom-

municationem, &c. ' Neither.

' for his Command, nor for

' the Thunderbolts of his Ex

' communication, ſhould any

' Man be moved to receive Or-

↑ ' dinationfromhis hands whom

he knows to have been Ad-

-'vanced in a Simoniacal Way.

And all this he afferts, both

upon the account of the want.

of Efficacy in ſuch a one'sAd-

miniſtrations, and in regard of

- the unlawfulness to Communi-,

cate with him in Sin.

But, Thirdly, To those who

are altogether ignorant of, and

unacquainted with the Simo-

niacal Practices, whereby he

-who bears the Name of their.

5 Paftor hath entred into that

Function ; my Charity leads me

to judge, That, though ſuch

aone be not the lawful Mini-

fter of Jeſus Chriſt, yet the
Ordi-
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Ordinances of the Gofpel Ad-

miniſtred by him, may prove

effectual unto them ; whilſt,

attending thereto with an in-

nocent and religious Devotion,

out of a pious Obedience unto

God's Command, and an holy

Reverence to theſe SacredMy-

ſteries, they do in the fimplici-

ty of their Hearts communi-

cate' therein, as ſuppoſing them

Adminiſtred by a lawful Au-

thority. But, whatBenefit they

derive thence, is not by Vertue

of his Miniſtery, but out of a

paternal Indulgence, and reſpect

to their pious. Intentions ;

whereby it comes to paſs, That,

as God oft times gives Rem

Sacramenti, fine Sacramento, the

Matter of the Sacrament, with-

out the Sacrament ; fo hemay

be pleaſed to convey Effectum

Ministerii fine Ministro, the Ef-

fect of the Miniſtery, and the

Bleffing of his Ordinance, tho
Be
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4

he be no true Miniſter: that

diſpenſeth it ; without regard

to whom, God doth oft times

concur with his own Ordi--

nances, and maketh them pro-

duce bleſſed Effects, as the Re-

ward of a private Piety, and

as the Returns of the Prayers

of the Saints, of fucli a Con-

gregation offered up with pure

Hands and Hearts, and of the

Interceffions of the Catholick

Church, which She daily put--

teth up in the behalf of all.

Her Members. For, He who

hath faid, Where two or threeMatth. 18

are gathered together in my Name,20.

there am I in the midst ofthem :

And, that the effectual fervent James 5

Prayer of a righteous Man a-1

vaileth much : And, that to the Pfal. 12

Upright, there ariseth Light in4

Darkness : He who hath faid

fo, and made thefe, and ma-

ny other gracious Promifes to

his Church, and to the Pray-

ers

16,



( 158 )

ers of his Saints, and to the

Devotion of the Upright, will

not fruſtrate them ofthe Fruits

of their Religious Performan-

ces, upon the account of his

Adminiſtration, whoſe Guilt in

intruding upon the fame, is

none of theirs, whilft they do

not Communicate with him

therein, either by Knowledge,

Connivance, or Conſent.

And this is all I can war-

rantably ſay to this purpoſe.

CHAP. VI.

A Warning to Young Men,

in reference to their En-

try upon Spiritual Offices

in the Church.

UCHS is commonly theheat
ofYouth in pofting towards

Preferment , that it out-runs

the



( 159 )

the confideration, not only of

the proper Ends, but alſo of the

difproportion of its own Abi-

lities, for the difcharge of the

great and weighty Duties of

the high Office and Imploy-

ment towhich it aſpires : For,

as Calvin ſays truly, Contigit

omnes fere juvenes turgidos eſſe,

fastuosos, tanquam nubes trans-

volare poffent : ' It is incident

'almoſt to all Youths, to be

'big ofSelf-conceit, and proud-

' ly to raiſe their Feathers, as

' if they could Mount above

'theClouds. So that, like Phae-

ton, they must needs be ſet in

their Father's Chariot, though

the Event of their prepofterous

Undertaking ſhould be, to pre-

cipitate themselves to their own

Ruine, and to hazard to fet

theWorld on fire. And through

ſuch prepofterous Indifcretion,

doth it come to paſs, that ma-

ny Young Men afpiring to the

Holy
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Holy Calling of the Miniſtery,

do both in their Entry there-

to, and afterwards in the Exer-

ciſe thereof, ſtumble into thoſe

Errours, which bewray miſpla-

ced and diſordered Affections;

and are fuitable neither to the

Dignity, nor Divine Ends of

that Sacred Function.

Miſtake me not, Dear Bre-

thren, as if it were my deſign

to reproach Young Men, or by

reflecting upon others, to pur-

chaſe an Opinion ofthe inno-

cency of mine own paſt Youth,

from thoſe Infirmities and Er-

rours which are incident to o-

thers ; ( nay, I defire rather to

behumbled in the fight ofGod,

for the leaſt Errour or Irregu-

larity, whereunto I am ſenſible

that the Folly of my Youth-

ful Affections have betray'd me.)

But what I ſpeak is out ofcom-

paffion, and for precaution,that

you may the more attentively

watch
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watch against thoſe Dangers
into which the temerarious Fer-

vour of that imprudent Age,

maydrive you headlong : For

thus it is, I fear, that many are

led into the Snare of Simony.

And therefore I defire to warn

all who are aiming at thisHo-

ly Calling, that they would

takeheedhowthey enterthere-

upon.

Wherefore, as I have ſuffici

ently ſhewed before, how great

and hainous a Crime this fin

of Simony is; ſo now I ad-

jure thee in the fear ofGod,

whofoever thou art, that de-

figneft to undertake the Sacred

Office of the Miniſtery in the

Church of Chriſt, as thou

wouldſt wish to avoid the for-

midable Guilt of that Sin, and

to enter upon that Holy Fun-

ction, and ferve him with a

good Confcience therein, who

fees in fecret, and ſearches the

Hearts
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For

Hearts andReins, and will ren-

der unto every one according

to their ways ; that thou ſeri-

oufly confider what thou art

doing; and before thou pre-

fume to meddle therewith ,

ſtrictly examine whether thou

be Call'd of God thereto.

the Lord will have none to

ſerve him in his Houſe, but

thoſe who are called by him-

ſelf: And therefore theApoſtle

Heb.5.4. Paul hath told us, That no

Man taketh this Honour to him-

felf, but he that is called of

God, as was Aaron : And it is

this, that he ſo often pleads

Rom. 1. 1. for the Authority of his own

Cor. 1. Miniſtery, That he was called,

and set apart ofGod thereto :

In Rom. 1. WhereuponChryfoftomſays, Ubi-

que se vocatum commemorat ;

oſtendens, quod non

Gal, 1. 15.

ambiendo
often

adeptus fit, fed vocatus acceffe-

rit : He allways mentions him-

himſelf to be called, ſhewing,

That
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' That he had not courted that

' Office by indirect Means, but

that being called, he came

thereto. And without this

Call , and Commiffion from

God, none hath right to Ad-

miniſter the ſame : For, How Rom. 10.

Shall they Preach ( ſays the fame 15.

Apoſtle, ) except they be fent ?

And therefore, although God

hath been pleaſed, for prevent-

ing that confufion, which vain

pretenſions to a Divine Call

might introduce intohis Church,

to appoint an Ordinary way

for the confirmation of his own

Call, by the Seal of Ecclefia-

ſtical Ordination ; yet, when

that Seal is procured from the

hands of Men, where the Call

is wanting from the hands of

God, it is of ſmall fignifican-

cy ; it is but the ſetting up of

a Man in an Office in the

Houſe , without the Maſter's

confent. Therefore again , I
warn

i
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warn thee, ſtrictly to examine,

before thou preſume to enter

upon this Office, Whether thou

be Called thereunto by God :

For, if without his Call, by in-

direct means, thou thrust thy

felf into it, what wilt thou

Anſwer in the Day when the

Maſter of the Houſe ſhall call

his Servants to an account,

and finding thee amongst them,

ſhall put home this Queſtion

to thee, Amice, quomodo huc in-

trifti ? Friend , how camest

thou in hither ? Whatfoever

thou may'ſt deviſe to ſay now

for thyfelfbefore Men, I fear,

then thou shalt be ſpeechless ;

and what the end thereof ſhall

be, thou may'ſt eaſily preſage.

-Now, when I warn thee to

examine thy Call from God, I

do not bid thee ſearch after it

by any extraordinary Signs, or

wait upon any immediate Re-

velation from Heaven, to affure

thee
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thee thereof; but I would

: have thee ſerioufly to conſider,

Whether thou findeſt a concur-

rence of theſe things upon

thine own Heart, which God

worketh by his Spirit, as things

- which he neceffarily requireth

in thoſe whom he calls ; and

thereby thou may'ſt come to

know, whether thou be Call'd

of him, or not.

a

First, Confider then the End

thou propofeſt unto thy felf in

this Holy Function : For,whom

God calls, he fets their Eye

upon the right End. Now,

the great End of the Miniſtery

of the Gofpel, is, The Glory

of God, and the Salvation of

Man. That this was the End

of God's fending forth Mini-

ſters to preach the Gofpel, that

for his Glory they ſhould make

manifeſt the tranſcendent Riches

ofhis Grace in Chrift ; and

be
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ph. 3.7,8. a
-----

be Inſtruments, by diſpenſing

the Means of Grace, for the

Conversion of Souls, and for

advancing them by Faith in

the Lord Jeſus, to the partici-

pation ofeternal Life and Hap-

pineſs, is clear from the Words

ofthe ApostlePaul, who ſpeak-

ing to the Ephesians of hisMi-

niſtery, in the Mystery of the

Goſpel, fays, whereof Iwas made

Minister, - that I should

Preach among the Gentiles, the

unsearchable Riches of Christ.

And to the Corinthians, ſhew-

ing forth the end of his Mini-

2 Cor. 4.6. ſtery, ſays, God who command-

ed the Light toshine out ofDark-

ness, hath shined in our Hearts,

to give the Light of the Know-

ledge of the Glory of God, in

the Face of Jesus Chrift. And,

in his Speech before King A-

grippa, he declares, That the

End for which Jeſus Chrift

had appeared unto him, to

make
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make him a Minister of the

Gentiles, was, Toopen their Eyes, Acts 26.

and to turn them from Dark- 18.

nefs to Light, and from the

Power of Satan toGod, that they

might receive Forgiveness ofSins,

and Inheritance amongthem which

are Sanctified by Faith that is

in him. Nay, that this is the

great deſign of God in the Mi-

niſtery of the Gofpel, who is

ſo ignorant as not to know ?

Andtherefore, he willhave the

ſame to be the deſign of all

who undertake the Miniſtery

thereof : For, if he will have

this to be the principal End

of all our Actions, faying, Whe- 1 Cor. 10.

ther ye eat , or drink, or whatſo- 31.

ever ye do, do all to the Glo-

ry of God. Much more will

he have it to be the principal

End in that work, wherein his

Glory, and the Salvation of

Souls are more immediately

concerned. So that, if thou be

Call'd
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Call'd of God, thine Eye will

beupon this, as the principal

End and Scope that thou aim-

eſt at. But he who deſigns not

this, but intends his own Pre-

ferment, or Profit, to whichhe

refolves to make the Miniſtery

ſubſervient, as a Mean to raiſe

him from the Dunghill ; or, it

it may be, as a reſcue from Po-

verty, or from the contempt of

a broken Fortune, I'm fure, is

not Called of God. And it is

nowonder to fee fuch a one fall

into the Snare of Simony, fince

baſe Deſigns find hardly Abet-

tors, but fuch as are procured

by Bribes. But, what he will

Anſwer, when the Lord fhal

put home to him both theſe

Queſtions together, Amice, quo-

modo buc inträfti ? Friend, bon

camest thou in hither? And again

Amice, quorfum huc inträfti

Friend, for what End camest

thou in bither? Iknow not.

Secondly
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Secondly, Confider whether

thou be ſenſible of the weight

of fuch aCharge. WhomGod

calls to the Work ofthe Mini-

ſtery, he works in their Hearts

a deep ſenſe of the weight and

burthen thereof; and to this

effect, he ſhews them what La-

bour, and Trouble, and Pains

they must be at ; what Tenta-

tions, and Tribulations, and Af-

fronts, they will meet with ;

and how they will have many

Enemies, and muſtgrapple with

much Oppofition and Contra-

diction ; and what a weighty

Charge, the Charge of Souls

is ; what account they must

give thereof to him ; andhow

the Blood thereof will be re-

quired at theirHands, ifthrough

their default they perish. Of

theſe things our Saviour warn'd

his Apostles, when he ſent themMatth. to

forth upon the Work of the 16,17,

Miniſtery : And this the Lord

H warned
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8.

Ezek. 33. warned Ezekiel of, when he

fet him to be a Watchman un-

to the Houſe of Ifrael. Nay,

and in hundreds of Texts, the

Lord in the Scripture ſets this

before their Eyes, whom he

Calls, and fends forth ; there-

by to engrave upon their Hearts

the ſenſe of the Charge where-

of they are to undertake the

Burthen, thatſothey maycount

the coſt before they begin the

Work: And therefore, when

theLordtoldAnaniasthathadhe

called Saul, as a chofen Veffel,

to bear his Name before the

Acts 9. 17. Gentiles, he ſaid withal, I will

shew him how great things he

must suffer for my Name's Sake.

So that, if thou be Called of

God, thou wilt have a deep

ſenſe of the weight and bur-

thenoftheMiniſtery, upon thy

Spirit; and wilt look upon it,

as a Work that requires much

Watching, and Faſting, and.

Prayer.
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Prayer. And fure, whosoever

is touched with this ſenſe,and

Cerioufly confidereth what a

weighty Charge it is, will ne-

ver make use of the Silver-

teys of Simon Magus, to open

Paſſuge for himself thereto 5

lay, fave upon the account of

he Obligation of a Call from

God, he would not ſtoop to

o take it up. It is only ade-

ufory Fancy of carnal Minds,

hat, lookingupon it as an Of-

fice deſtin'd for Eafe, and Plea

fure, and Profit, makes Men

un to purchaſe it with Mo-

ley.

Thirdly , Confider whether
hou be ſenſible of thine own

nfufficiency, and diſproportion

of thy Abilities for the Work :

Cor, whom God calls, he im-

rints upon their Hearts the

umble ſenſe thereof, that they

lay go forth, not in confidence

1

H2 of
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2Cor. 2.

16.

5,6.

oftheir own Strength, but of

the Strength of him who cal-

leth them. So as the confide-

ration thereof made the Apoftle

Paul cry out, Who is sufficient

for these things ? And again,

2Cor.3 . Not that we aresufficient of our

felves to think any thing, as of

ourfelves : but our sufficiency is

of God ; who also hath made us

able Minifters ofthe New Testa-

ment. The deep fenſe ofwhich

Inſufficiency, hath made many

able Men ofhumble Minds, ei-

ther todecline, or with a great

reluctancy to embark upon an

Employment to which they

perceived their Strength ſo une-

qual. Thus Mofes, when God

was fending him upon his Mef-

ſage, faid, Lord, whoExod. 3.

11.

and4:10.

am I

and, O my Lord, I am not elo-

quent. And thus Jeremiah cry'd

Jer. 1. 6. out, Ab Lord God, behold I

cannot speak, for I am a Child.

And this made many in the

Primitive
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Primitive Church deaf to all

Entreaties and Arguments, till

they were forced thereupon by

Violence ; which exceflive A-

verſion, though I dare not al-

together commend, yet it gives

me ground to fay, that if thou

be Called of God, thou wilt

have in thine Heart ſuch an

humble fenfe of thine own In-

fufficiency and Weakness for

the Work, as will put thee, if

not in fear to undertake, at leaft

oft to thy knees to beg Strengtla

from above. So that there is

juſt ground to doubt their Call,

where this is wanting ; as may

be perceived in fome, who, af-

foon as they have commenced

Masters of Arts, before they

have well ſtudied the conimon

Principles of the Doctrine of

Divinity, ( much leſs the true

practice of Chriſtianity, in the

mortification of their Youthful

Affections ;) begin immediately

Η 3.
to

4
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to court Churches with fuch

confidence, as if the fuperficial

Knowledge of fome few ſpecu-

lative Points of Theology, and

the reading over of ſome

Pamphlets, had rendred them

fufficiently qualified for the Mi-

niſterial Office, never conſider-

ing the great Endowments of

Learning, Prudence, Holineſs,

and Gravity, that are required

for the discharge of the Duties

thereof, and for making them

ſhine as Enfamples to the Flock.

And hence it comes to paſs,

that with a prepoſterous ſpeed

they run, to have themselves

poffefs'd of fome Charge ; and

ifany thing intervene, to fore-

ſtall their Defires, or to hin-

der the fuccefs of their Endea-

vours, then all imaginable Arts

ſhall be made use of, which the

Spirit of Simony can deviſe, to

render their Purpoſe effectual.

Fourthly,
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Fourthly, Confider by what

Inſtinct thou art moved, to de--

fign thy felf for this Holy Of-

fice. Whom God calls, he

ſtirs them up by the ſecret In-

ſtinct of his Bleffed Spirit ,

whereby he works in them

fuch Divine Motions of fervent

Charity, and Zeal for his Glo--

ry, and the Salvation of Souls,

as they are driven thereby to

caft themſelves upon greatest

Hardſhips, and to refolve to

facrifice their own Eafe, Quiet,

and carnal Intereſts, in a Cal-

ling wherein they may ferve

God to theſe Ends. As theA-

- poſtle Paul was, when he went.

bound in the Spirit unto Je-

rufalem, where, he knew Bonds

and Afflictions were abiding

him; the Motions of Charity:

andZeal ſo drove him, that he

faid, None of these things move Acts20.24-

me, neither count I my Life dear

unto my self, so that I might

H.4. finiss
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finish my Course with Joy, and

the Ministery which I have re-

ceived of the Lord Jesus, to te-

ftifie the Gospel of the grace of

Afts 21.13.God. And again, I am ready

not to be bound only, but also

10 die at Jerusalem for the Name

ofthe Lord Jesus. And as he

was movedby the like Inſtinct,

to lay himself out for the Sal-

vation of the Corinthians, to

whom being about to come, he

2Cor. 12. faid, I will very gladly Spend

andbe spent for you ; though

the more aboundantly I love you,

the less I be loved. And fo,

if thou be Called of God,by

fuch Motions of Charity and

Zeal, kindłed by the Spirit of

God in thy Heart, will it be

that thou art carried to a de-

fire for the Miniſtery of the

Gofpel. But, when the carnal

Motions of Ambition, or Co-

vetouſneſs, work a panting af-

ter this Office; as, theſe Moti-

45.

1

ons
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ons are not from the Instinct

of the Spirit of God, but of

the Spirit of the World ; fo

neither hath he a Call from

God, who is driven thereby..

And it is no wonder to fee fuch

a one feek to make a Paſſage

for his own Entrance, by the

counſel of that fame Spirit

which was the principal Mo--

ver in his Deſign, and hath the

chief hand in Simoniacal Bar-

gains. ১

And now Finally, I would

advise thee, That after thou

haft examined thine own Heart,

though thou even find in thy

ſelf a concurrence of theſe:

things, in ſuch a confiderable

meaſure as may beget in thee

a, confidence , that God.ap-

proves of thy purpoſe , and

calls thee to ſerve him in the

Miniſtery of his Church, yet

thouwouldst not make too much

H5 hafte
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!

haſte, nor run to thrust thy felf

thereinto, before God open a

fair Door of Entrance for thee.

I cannot but look upon it as an

Errour, and an act of too pre-

poſterous ſpeed, for any to in-

trude where the Door is but

half open; or to ſecure him-

felfwith anAnti-date ofa Suc-

ceffion to the Charge of a Li-

ving Incumbent : Ofwhich,be-

fides that, through the uncer-

tainty of his own Life, he is

uncertain of his future Enjoy-

ment ; he alfo throws himself

upon the tentation ofthat hai-

nous Sin, which with little

fenfe, is too commonly lodged

in theunnatural Breasts ofyoung

rich Heirs, amongst whom we

find it too often verified :

Filius ante diemPatrios inquirit

in Annos.

That the Son lives with mur-

thering Defires, in a continual

long
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longing for his Old Father's

Death, whereby he may come

to be poffefs'd of his Fortune.

Andwhofoever runs upon ſuch-

like Danger, is too little pri--

Ivy to the corruption of his.

own Heart ; which should be

a principal part of his Study,

both to understand, and to

watch againſt, who desires to

enter upon the Holy Miniſtery ::

And which, whosoever ſtudies .

well, will wait, tillGodby ma-

king a clear and pure Paſſage.

for him, evidence that hehath

Called him thereto, and that

he hath not run before God

fent.him...

Yet would I not have any

Man ſuppoſe, that I intend,

that he who hath been fin--

cerely deſigning himself for the

Service of God in the Minifte-

ry, and finds a proper Occafi-

on, ſhould forbear to do any

thing , or follow the lawful
Means

4
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Means for attaining thereto.

For, though the deep ſenſe of

the weightiness of the Work,

and of a Man's own Inſuffici-

ency, should make him fear,

and beware to thrust himself

upon it ; yet it bewrays too

little ofcharitable Zeal to God's

Service, and the good ofSouls,

when he fees an open Door

to lye like a Block without

anyMotion, or ſtand idly ga-

zing, till Men come and hale

him violently to the Work.

Nor fee I how he can avoid

the blame of a flothful Ser-

vant, who uſeth no lawful En-

deavours to put his Talent to

exchange, when a convenient

Seafon, calls for it. Nay, it

gives too much occafion fon

fufpicion of Hypocrifie, and

affected Nicety, in any, who af-

ter he hath for a confiderable

ſpace, been fitting himself for

the. Miniftery, ſhould pretend

an
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anAverſion thereto, till it were

forced upon him against his

Will. The Apostle Peter hath

exhorted otherwise , bidding

take the overſight of the Flock,

not by constraint, ( μὴ γραγγαςῶς, 1 Pet. 5..28

not by being forced, or com-

pelled thereto, ) but willingly.

And if it was ſpoken to the

commendation of Amaziah the

Son of Zichri, a Captain in the

Wars of Judah, that he wil- 2Chron.

lingly offered himself unto the17. 16

Lord: It can be no Reproach

for him, who finds his Lips

touched with a Live-coal from

the Altar, when he hears the

Lord, by opening aDoor, fay-

-ing, Who will go for us ? wil-

lingly to offer himself in this

Spiritual War, and to go to

those who stand in the Lord's

ſtead, and ſay, with the Pro-

phet, Here am I, fend me. For Ifa. 6. 8-

whatsoever Diſcouragement the

fense of his own Infufficiency

may
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may breed in him, yet the Sin-

cerity of his Intentions, andthe

Evidences of a Call fromGod,

maygive him confidence to re-

ly upon his Grace, as fufficient

forhim, whoſe Strength ismade

perfect in Weakneſs.

I

CHAP.. VII.

A Word of Warning to

Patrons.

T is much to be regretted,

that thePatrons ofChurches

ſhould be generally ſo obnoxi-

ous to that odious Reproach.

ofthe Sin of Simony, wherein

it is the Lot of the Innocent

to fuffer with the Guilty. But

thatwhichhath given occafion

thereto, is, That the moſt of

Patrons have never ferioufly

confidered the nature or end of

their Power; and fome have.

never look'dupon it as aMat-

ter

يف
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ter wherein their Confcience is

much concerned, but rather as

an occafion, whereby they may

either gratifie others, or ferve

their own Intereſts : Where-

by it comes to paſs, that Pre-

fentations are ofttimesdiſpoſed

ofby them, without due con-

fideration of the Qualities of the

Perfons, or Weight of the

Charge ; but that he ſpeeds bet-

ter at their Hands, whoſe im-

portunity by Favour, or Bribes,

commends himunto them, than

he who for his Worth, might

justly be Preferr'd. Now, I am

fuch a Friendboth to theCon-

fcience and Honour of all here-

in concerned, that I wish from

my heart, I could give fuch an

effectualWarning, as mightmake

them all ſtudy to preferve their

Souls free from the Guilt, and

their Honour from the Stain of

fuch anodious Crime..

I am not to debate with you

who
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whohave this Power, howyou

have come by it, orby what

Title or Right youhold it. But

ſeeing you are in Poffeffion

thereof, I would warn you to

look upon it as a Matter ofgreat

Truſt, for which you must be

accountable to the greatGod of

Heaven and Earth : For,there-

by the Vineyard ofGod comes

under your Charge, to look out

for faithful Labourers to put in-

to it ; thereby you are entrusted

with theSoulsofPeople,to look

out for faithful Paftors to commit

them to...And if, for the leaft

Talent that Men receive , the

Matth. 25.

19.

Lord hath told, That he will

reckon with them how they

have employ'd it ; and that, for

whatsoever Truſt is committed

unto any.Man, the upfhot at

Luke 16. 2. laſt must be, Give account of thy

Stewardship : How much more

will he call for a Reckoning at

your hands, who have fo great

a.Talent
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aTalent, and towhom is com-

mitted ſuch an high Truſt, as

that wherein the welfare of his

Vineyard, and the Salvation of

the Souls of his People is fo

much concerned ! If then, when

the Vineyard is grown over

with Thorns, and Nettles have

coveredthe facethereof, through

your placing of flothful or care-

lefs Labourers therein , the

Ground thereof complain, and

the Barren-trees cry out, when

their Lord comes to call for

Fruits, what will you Anfwer

unto him ? And, if the Souls

ofPeople perish, through your

placing ignorant and unfaithful

Paftors overthem, whenthecry

of their Blood afcends to Hea-

ven against you, what Venge-

ance may ye expect ſhall it draw

down upon your Heads ?

Therefore I would warn you,

as ye would wish to avoid the

Vengeance ofthe Almighty, and
be
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be free from the Blood ofSouls,

tobeware of making uſe of, or

rather of abuſing your Power

in a Simonical way. I have

ſhewed before, how hainous a

Crime Simony is ; and I tellyou

truly, it will prove a curſed

Merchandise unto you, to fell

away a Spiritual Charge for hu-

mane Favour, orBribes, orMo-

ney, or any matter of worldly

Intereſt. Conſider, alas ! What

do you fell ? Even the Gift of

God which he hath put into

your hands, not to purchaſe

worldly Benefit to your ſelves,

but Glory to him : And how

will he take it at yourhands, if

you thus abuſe your Truſt, and

ſerve your ſelves ofhim ? Nay,

again confider, What do you

fell? Even the Souls of God's

People, which youbetray, into

whoſe hands you care not, ſo

youget your Price. And what

better are you than Judas ? He
fold
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1

1

fold the innocent Blood of Je-

ſus Chrift, andyoufell theBlood

oftheſe Souls for which it was

ſhed; he fold a Saviour, to gra-

tifie the Rulers ; and you fell

Souls, to gratifie, it may be, ſome

Friend, or great Perſon ;he fold

a Saviour for Thirty pieces of

Silver, andyou fell hundreds of

Souls for, it may be, a little

greater Sum. But whatsoever

the Price be, alas, how unhap-

py Merchants are you ! And,

what a poor Purchaſe make

you ! If you do it to gratifie

Man, yourGain can in no wiſe

countervail yourDamage, whiſt

you loſe the Favour of the

Creator, to conciliate the Fa-

vour of the Creature, who, 'tis

like, at last will requite you as.

the Elders ofthe Jews did Ju-

das ; and when your Confci-

ence,diſtracted with the Horrour

of your Guilt, makes you cry

out, We havefinned in betraying Matth. 27.

innocent4.
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innocent Blood, will tell you,

What is that to us? See you to

that. Or, if by your Bargain,

you have perhaps gain'd fome

Matth. 16. Money , yet , What is a Min

profited, ifhe shall gain the whole

World, and lose his own Soul?

And shall not the Lord ſmite

his Hands at this diſhoneft

Gain ? Shall not this price of

Soul-Bloodbring in aCurfewith

it? Shall it notmake theHouſe

where it comes, an Aceldama ?

And ſhall not the Curse ofGod

hover over thatTentwhere this

accurfed thing is hid, as it did

over Achan's, with his Sacrile-

gious Treafure ? Oh, let the

Bleffing of God be upon your

Houses ; and let never fuch a

curſedWedge comewithinthem.

Wherefore I beſeech you, ife-

ver any Man fhall henceforth

come to tempt you to fuch aSi-

moniacal Bargain, by the offer

of Money, or any Bribe, let

your
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1

your Indignation evidence your

abhorrency offuch a Sin, and

your deteſtation offuch a Per-

fon ; and ſay to him as Simon

Peter faid to Simon Magus, Thy

Money perish with thee. And

I'm fure, the Reward of fuch

honest Zeal ſhall meet you in

Heaven.

Moreover, I warn you, asyou

would wish to avoid the Guilt

ofthe Blood of Souls, to confi-

der well whom you Preſent to

- have Charge over them. Do

not imagine to wash your hands

from this Guilt, by that frivo-

lous Excuſe wherewith fome

flatter their own Confciences,

whilft they would shift off the

whole Burthenfrom themſelves,

upon the Biſhops and Gover-

nours of the Church, ſaying,

They are the only competent

- Judges of the Qualifications of

the Perſons, whilst the Patrons

11

are no more concerned but to

Prefent
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Preſent them. But pray, Is not

the Inveſting ofa Perſon with

aCharge over Souls, the Work

ofthe Lord ? Donot you give

him a Title to the Charge ?

And, if you do it withoutpro-

bable grounds ofhis Ability for

theWork, you do all your part

to entrust Souls to an infuffici-

ent Perſon ; and is not this to

do theWork of the Lord negli-

gently, or deceitfully ? (call it as

you will.) And what the cer-

Jer.48.10.tification thereof is, you know.

But again, Suppoſe the Perſon

unfit whom you Preſent, and

that you either know ſo much,

or were indifferent whether he

were ſo or not ; and ſuppoſe

the Biſhop towhom you tranf-

mit him, either carelefs, orcor-

rupt, and apt to comply with

your Motions, or eaſie to be

fwayed by Solicitations, to Or-

dain and Collate him to the

Charge ; tell me freely, whe-

1

ther
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ther you think you were not in

the wrong to thoſe Souls over

whom you Preſent ſuch a Per-

fon, in committing them tofuch

aSteward as would ſtarvethem?

Or, whether you think the Bi-

ſhop's Sin could excuſe yours ?

Sure I am, you cannot imagine

fo : For, ifyou will have none

oftheGuilt, why will you needs

have an hand in the Work ?

Or tell me, What is the End for

which you have this Power ?

Is it not, that you may improve

the fame for God's Glory, and

the good ofSouls ? For which,

if you have any tenderneſs ór

zeal, you will judge your Con-

ſcience more concerned, than to

be ſo indifferent inyourChoice.

Nay, would God there were

not fome, who, having once

Preſented a Perſon, how Infuf-

ficient ſoever, do look upon it

Das a Reflexion upon themſelves

to have him rejected; and

there
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therefore, making all confidera-

tions of Confcience ſtoop to the

fancy oftheir Reputation,which

they think engaged to eſpouſe

and promote by all means ima-

ginable, the deſign of their Pre-

ſentation, and account it their

Honour, in ſpight ofOppoſiti-

on, to ſet up their own infig-

nificant Creature in a Charge

over Souls. But how ſuch Men

will anſwer for a Talent thus

imploy'd, the Day of their

Reckoning will tell.

Wherefore, I ſay, I would

warn you to confider well whom

you Preſent to the Charge of

Souls; and whenſoever any ос-

cafion thereof falls into your

hands, I would advise you, firſt

to have your recourſe to God,

and falling down before the

Throne ofGrace, prayhim who

is the Lord of the Vineyard, to

direct you aright for chooſing

a faithful Labourer to put in

the
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the vacant place thereof; and

as the effect of fuch Devotion

performed in Sincerity, you

may confidently expect Divine

Counſel and Concurrence. }

And next, it is requiſite you

make use of ſuch means, as

whereby you may have fuffici-

ent Information, and beſt Ad-

vice for fixing upon a Perſon

moſt ſuitable for the Charge.

Fame may do ſomewhat here-

in ; your own Acquaintance,

and Knowledge of the Gifts and

Qualifications ofMen, may do

much ; but if you ſcruple, or

dare not, or cannot rely upon

your own Judgment, then have

recourſe to the Counſel and

Advice of others. No doubt,

you will not want abundance

who will be ready to obtrude

theirAdvice and Recommenda

tions, and perhaps vex you

with their Importunities, but

in a Matter of fuch weight, I

1

I with
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wish you to be cautious whoſe

Advice you make uſe of.

Thoſe who ſerve you, may

haplybe ready to take the firſt

Advantage to be Interpofers in

this Affair, and ſpecially ſuch

who havea Preference in your

Favour above their Fellows,

will be very confident in their

Recommendations as prefu-

ming they have the ſway of

your Ears. But, be wary in

taking the Advice of Servants

herein, who, for the moſt part,

are mercenary, and ready to

make fecret Simoniacal Bargains

for a Preſentation , and then

move you to give what they

have fold, whilft without your

privity they gather up the
Price.

Beware alſo, to confult here-

in any covetous Perfons : For

their Eyes are commonly more

towards Earth , than towards

Heaven ; and are wiſer for this

World,
101



( 195 )

World, than for the World to

come ; and you ſhall be fure

to find their Counſel tend more

for your Gain, than for the

good of your Soul. And 'tis

much, if there be not at the

bottom fome deſign for their

own Advantage.

Beware likwife, to advise with

thoſe who are of profane and

diffolute Lives ; theſe will

provenogoodCounsellors, for

choice ofone to the Holy Cal-

ling : Such a one will be pre-

ferable in their Eyes, whoſe

Converſation differs leaſt from

their own ; and from whom,

they expect leaſt Severity againſt

their Vices.

Likewife, beware herein to

confult proud Perſons : They

will never recommend to you

for a Paſtor, but fuch a one

whom they prefume, they may

afily tread upon ; or who they

expect will yield his Miniftery
I 2 to
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to truckle to their ſupercilious

Humours.

Nay, in a word, I would

wish you to beware of taking

herein, the Advice of any in

whom the World , or carnal

Affections, or Intereſts, or un-

godly Lufts, have a viſible Do-

minion. But herein, call for

the Counſel of fuch, whoſe

known Sincerity, Piety and Pru-

dence, do commend them as

Men fit to be confulted in Af-

fairs that concern the Confci-

ence, whether they be Church-

men, or others. ( Specially, if

there be any fuch within that

Congregation whereof he to

be Preſented is to have the

Charge. ) For, from fuch, you

maylexpect the foundeſt and

moſt religious Advice. Andby

following this Method both

with God and Man, I am fure

you shall diſcharge your ſelves

fo, as may proliably moſt con-

01 duce

১
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duce for the Advantage ofthe

People's Souls, and certainlymoſt

for the Exoneration of your

own Confcience.

C

CHAP. VIII.

An humble Advice to Bi-

Shops and Governours of

the Church.

theMay perchance
Cenfure ofPrefumption, for

obtruding my Advice upon the

Fathers and Governours ofthe

Church ; but, it may be, I

have had occafion to ſee more

of the Danger of that Malady

which I am to reprefent unto

them, and to hear more of the

Reproach they ſuffer upon that

account, than is obvious to their

13 Notice;
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Notice ; and therefore, if zeal

excite me to offer what in my

humble Opinion is convenient

for their curing the one, and

wiping off the other, I truſt

I shall thereby incur no impu-

tation of Arrogancy at their

Hands ; at least, they will

look upon it but as a defect of

good Manners. I an ou donora

2

Right Reverend Fathers, The

very Title of your Office, pro-

claims the Church to be under

your oversight and if you

ſhould not take care to ſtop the

Conduits of Corruption where-

by ſhe maybe infected, it were

an oversight in the worſt ſence.

And there is no corruption

whereof the Conduit hath more

need to be ſtrictly block'd up,

than that ofSimony ; which, if

fuffered to ſpread, produceth

A

ΕΠ

moſtdeplorable Effects, in draw-

ing
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ing upon the Church the re-

proach of her Enemies, the

contempt of her Children, and

many inward Diſeaſes, to the

hazard of many Souls. Ah !

How hath the climbing up of

ſome, by pecuniary Paflages in-

to the Church , opened the

mouths of Adverſaries, to re-

proach us as Thieves andRob-

bers, who enter not in by the

Door, nor have any Call from

God; and as Hirelings, who

ferve for bought Benefices ?

Ah ! What a Scandal doth it

breed to many Chriſtians ? And,

how doth it render the Holy

Calling contemptible generally

amongst the Vulgar, and even

amongst those who otherwiſe

have thoughts of Veneration

for it, when they fee it pro-

ſtitute to Merchandise , and

made a Matter of buying and

felling ? I am fure, amongst

all the Cauſes of the contempt

८

14
of
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ofthe Clergy, there is nothing

that expoſeth them more to

contempt , than this , to ſee

them turn ſo ignominious Ped-

lers, as to make Merchandiſe

ofSpiritual Commodities. And

what evil Conſequences may

their Miniſtery produce, who

enter upon it by ſuch means,

may be easily conjectured, if it

be confidered, that it holds no

leſs true in the Church than in

the Common-wealth, that Im-

perium qui malis artibus acqui-

fivit, vix unquambonis artibus

exercuit : " He that comes to

" Power by evil means, ſcarce

" doth he ever exerciſe the fame

" Honestly , but makes as ſmall

" Confcience in his Adminiſtra-

“ tion, as he made in his Ac-

" quifition. So that the Souls

of People are in no ſmalldan-

ger ofbeing obnoxious to all

theſe Evils which may befall

them, by the corrupt Miniſtery

of
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of thoſe whoſe Diſpoſition

leads them, when they are in,

= to ſerve the ſame Maſter by

whoſe help they entred. Now

you, Dear Fathers, are they, to

whoſe care it belongs to reme--

dytheſe Evils : It isyour Pa-

ſtoral Rod that must drive Si-

mon Magus to the Doors, and

ſhut them against him ; that

fo the Church may enjoy a

pure Miniſtery, the Flock may

be delivered from Danger, the

Paftors from Reproach and

Contempt, andyou yourſelves

→ from thoſe Scandals which the

Adverſaries of your Govern--

ment are ready to caſt upon

you, as Connivers at all Cor

ruption. And, what to this ef

fect is requiſite to be done, in

confidence of your charitable

Indulgence, I humbly give my

Opinion and Thoughts.

155 First

1
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First, Muchdeliberation and

circumſpection is requifite, in

thegranting ofLicenſe to Young

Men to ſtep out to Preach the

Gofpel. For, fince the Apoftle

*Tim. 5. hath given warning, to lay hands

fuddenly on no Man ; this be-

ing the firſt ſtep in order to

Impofition of Hands, and an

Act which puts them in ſome

capacity for Ordination, is not

to be done fuddenly either :

For, we find by experience,

that affoon as Youths are Li-

cenſed to ſtep up in a Pulpit,

it is, for the moſt part, their

next work, immediately to lay

themſelves out for a Charge in

the Miniſtery : And, if they

be either of covetous, or ambi-

tious Inclinations, they cannot

have patience to wait upon the

occafion of a fair Call, but be-

ing ſpurr'd forward by the hot

Defires either of Lucre, or Pre-

ferment ; if they find out a

22.

covetous
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covetous Patron, they preſently

join with him in a Simoniacal.

Bargain. And there being ſuch

a multitude of theſe Young

Preachers, they ſo throng one

another , that commonly the

- more modeft, and more wor-

thy, are thruſt beſide the Door,

by thoſe, who, refolving to

make up what is wanting in

their Worth, by the diligence

of their Endeavours, do more.

actively beſtir themſelves, and

fet their Friends awork, by all.

imaginable means of Money

and Bribery, to attain their end...

For preventing whereof, it may

with good reafon be ſuppoſed,

that Licenſe for Preaching

ſhould be granted to none, but

upon ferious and mature deli

beration, and after a circum--

ſpect and diligent Search and

Enquiry into their Qualificati

ons, not only of Literature, but

of their Inclinations and Difpo-

20 fitions
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fitions, of their Humility, So

briety, Prudence, and Piety in

their Converſation. And then,

there would be no ſuch multi-

tude, nor ſuch juftling for Pla-

ces.

Secondly, Another Mean for

the remedying of this Evil, is,

to revive ſomewhat ofthe an-

cient Diſcipline of the Church.

againſt it, and to inflict upon

thoſe whom you shall find.

guilty of this Sin of Simony,

either in conatu , aut effectu ,

in Endeavour, or in Deed, Cen-

fures proportionable to their

Guilt. This Rod of Ecclefia-

ſtical Cenfure, is that Scourge

which your Lord and Maſter

hath put intoyourhands, whoſe

Example ſhould ftir up your

Zeal, therewith to drive the

Buyers, and Sellers out of the

Temple. Your Severity againſt

theGuilty, will not only prove.
an
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an awful curb to reſtrain others

from venturing upon that Sin

but will alſo create an abhor-

rency of it, in thoſe who be-

fore harboured lighter Senti-

ments thereof; and will pro-

claim your own Innocency, and

holy Fervour, for purging of

the Church, to the Silencing of

thoſe who reproach you. But,

if you prove luke-warm in this

Affair, then conſider whatGre-

gory theGreat ſays, ( as I have

toldbefore,) Participemſe red-ApudGra-

dit aliena Simonia, quisquis con- Qu. I. Can.

tra Simoniacam Haresin, pro of Quifquis

ficii fui loco, vehementer non ex-per pecu-

arferit :
" He rendreth him-

"ſelf partaker of another

"Man's Simony, whoſoever, aс-

" cording to his Place andCal-

" ling, is not vehemently zea-

" lous against it. Or, ifyou do

not inflict a Cenſure proporti

onable to the Crime, you not

only thereby draw upon your
felvess

tian.Cauf.1
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ſelves a fufpicion, that youhave

not a juſt ſenſe of the hain-

ouſneſs thereof, but you alſo

encourage others to adven-

ture upon it with the great-

er confidence : For, ubi leves

pænæ, ibi gravia Scelera 5 great

Vices ſpread the more when

they are lightly punished. I

ſhall not ſay, how the Church

of old would have cenfured

thoſe whom they had found,

though but by their Endea-

vours, guilty ofthis Sin, inde-

claring them altogether incapa-

ble of the Priesthood ; but I'm

fure, for fuch Tranfgreffours,

there ſhould be appointed fome

conſiderable time of Penance,

for their own Humiliation, and

for Terrour to others, e'er e-

ver again they be rendred ca-

pable of that Sacred Office . O

T

Thirdly When any Man ad-

dreſſeth himself to you clothed

with
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with a Preſentation, it were

fit you should feek to be in-

formed, by what means he

came by it ; and if you find

any probable ground for fu-

fpicion of Simony, that you

fufpend your procedure till it

be cleared : And so much the

rather, if he be a Perfon be-

twixt whoſe Parts and the

Charge to which he is Preſent-

ed, there is a great Difpropor-

tion : For, that may give juſt

ground of jealouſie, that all is

not found. For, though it be

the Patron's Right to give him

a Title, yet it is yours to look

to the Purity of his Entry, and

to be judges of his fitness for

the Charge; wherein, if you

find not fatisfaction, you should

be lother to layyour Hands up-

on his Head, than to lay them

upon Thorns.

I know, that in ſuch Cafes,

you may readily have in your

2

proſpect
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proſpect many Inconveniencies,

and dangerous Conſequences,

which this may draw upon

you, flowing fromthe diſplea-

fure of Patrons, or of ſuch

great Perſons as may be inte-

reffed ; at whoſe Hands you

may fear much trouble which

they may breed you, together

with the loss of their Favour,

and the worst Effects which

their paffionate Reſentments can

threaten. But, may I not be

ſeech you to turn away your

Eyes from what may follow

upon your Doing, and to fix

them upon what is your Du

ty to do? For, he who rec

koneth the Sequels before his

Duty, will make his Con-

fcience truckle to his Fears.

Epift. 55. And as Cyprian fays, Actum eft

AdCornel.de Epifcopatus vigore, & deEc

clefiæ gubernandæ fublimi acDi-

wina potestate, fi ad hoc ven-

tum est, urperditorum mines, at-

que
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que infidiasinfid pertimiſcamus :

There's an end of Epifco-

" pal Authority , and the

" Sublime and Divine Power

" of Governing the Church ,

" if it be come to this paſs,

" that we fear the Threats

" of evil Men, and the Snares

" they may lay for us. But, I

hope, the fears of theſe things

from Men, will neither move

you, to ſhrink from your Du-

ty, nor to comply with them

in Sin , fince you know, that

your Lord and Maſter hath fo

often warned you,
not to fear fer.

г.8.

Ezek. 2.

Men ; and, that you will findMatth.10

much more comfort and quiet 28,&c.

in your Confcience , when to

6.

pleaſe God, you difpleaſeMan ,

than, when by gratifying of

Man, you diſpleaſeGod. And,

there is nothing will diſcou-
D

rage Simoniacal Deſigns more,

than when, Men ſee you care-

ful
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ful to countermine them, and

boldly to oppofe them.
попроч

Fourthly, It were moft necef-

fary, that you should revive

fomewhat of the ancient Dif-

cipline, against Simoniacal Pa-

trons. You know, the ancient

Canons did ſmite with Anathe-

ma, Lay-Perfons, who transact-

ed in fuch execrable Bargains.

And truly , there is nothing

could give Simony amore mor-

tal Wound, than to bring un-

der your Cenfures the Sellers,

as well as the Buyers of Spi-

ritual Offices, and to exercife

the Spiritual Weapons of the

Church equally against both.

But Finally, I ſhould wiſh,

That your zeal, and care to

ſtrengthen your own Hands,

for the purging ofthis Sin out

of the Church, would move

you
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1

C

ما

youby an unanimous and joint

Addreſs to our Sovereign, to

Petition his Majesty, to give

Strength to your Endeavours

by his Authority, in making

ſuch Laws, as might not only

oblige Patrons, as well as the

Perſons preſented , to purge

themselves of Simony before

their Preſentations be accept-

ed ; but as might alſo make

them lyable to fuch civil San-

Etions ( if found guilty, ) as

have fometimes been impoſed

by the Laws of other Religi-

ous and Pious Princes. And I

am confident, fuch an Addreſs

would not only be acceptable,

But would have a good effect.

But now I ſhall ſay no more ;

and if any will condemn me

for having faid too much, I

hope he will justifie me , for

whom I can never ſay enough ;
and
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andwho knows, that all I have

faid, hath been from a fincere

Heart, and zealous Deſign for

the Purity ofhis Church, and

Glory of his Bleffed Name;

whoſe Glory I defire my be

the end ofall my Labours.

FINIS.
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